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Program

SERGEI RACHMANINOFF Sonata in G Minor for Cello and Piano, Op. 19
(1873-1943) I. Lento — Allegro moderato

II. Allegro scherzando

I1l. Andante

IV. Allegro mosso
Nicholas Tzavaras, Cello
Konstantinos Valianatos, Piano

Intermission
LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN Piano Trio in E-flat Major, Op. 1, No. 1
(1770-1827) I. Allegro

II. Adagio cantabile
I1l. Scherzo. Allegro assai
IV. Finale. Presto
Ruisheng Wang*, Violin
Nicholas Tzavaras, Cello
Xuan Zhang*, Piano
*Tianjin Juilliard Graduate Student
The program is subject to change.
Please be considerate to the performers and other members of the audience. If you must leave during the performance, do so only

at the end of a work. Taking photos, audio recordings and videos without prior written permission from The Tianjin Juilliard School is
strictly prohibited in this hall.
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Meet the Artist

Nicholas Tzavaras

A native of East Harlem in New York City, cellist Nicholas Tzavaras has toured the globe as a chamber
musician, soloist, and educator for more than two and a half decades. He has performed over 1600
concerts worldwide, from Cartagena Columbia to Christchurch, New Zealand. From 2000 until 2024,
Tzavaras was the cellist of the internationally renowned Shanghai Quartet, a venerable chamber
ensemble which recently celebrated its 40th anniversary. Festival engagements have included the
Brevard, La Jolla and Taos festivals, the Casals festival in Prades France, the Melbourne Music Festival
in Australia and the Marlboro Festival. Tzavaras has recorded more than 27 albums for the Naxos,
Delos, Decca, Bis, Centaur, Camerata, and New Albion labels, including among others, the complete
Beethoven String Quartet Cycle and Bright Sheng'’s songs for pipa and cello. Tzavaras was the guest
principal cellist of the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra from 2009 to 2024.

Tzavaras has been on the faculty of the University of Richmond, Montclair State University, Longy
School of Music, and recently stepped down as the Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs, Chair of
Strings, and Resident Faculty in Cello and Chamber music at The Tianjin Juilliard School. In June of
2024, Tzavaras became the Senior Director of Artistic Planning & Educational Programs at The Brevard

Music Center in Western North Carolina.

Tzavaras began the violin at age 2 with his mother, Roberta Guaspari and moved to the cello when he
was 7 A graduate of the Bronx High School of Science, he went on to receive music degrees from the
New England Conservatory, State University of New York at Stony Brook and a Masters of Business
Administration from Montclair State University. Tzavaras can be seen in the motion pictures “Music of
the Heart," “Melinda Melinda” and the Academy Award nominated documentary “Small Wonders”
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