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Program

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART Die Zauberflote, K.620
(1756-1791) (adapted by Chen Shih-Hsien)

Pamina: Jianing Zhang

Tamino: Weigin Xu

Papageno: Yiqing Wang

Queen of the Night: Juliet Petrus

Sarastro: Ang Du

Papagena: Siyu Shen

Monostatos: Yu Gu, Leyou Wang

Boys: PC Ensemble

Slaves: MDP Chorus, Ang Du, Leyou Wang,
Yiging Wang

Chen Shih-Hsien, Director

Leyou Wang, Conductor

Yang Tengjun, Lighting Engineer
Yang Yingying, Costume Designer
Yuzhimin Tang, Piano

Zihao Mao, Piano

PC Ensemble* MDP Chorus*
Xueshan Cheng Lingfei Fan
Xinyi Ma Cindy Fu
Moana Ma Doris Jing
Ruiwen Song Mia Ma
Kuiran Wang Angela Meng
Yuelin Wu Bella Mu
Ziyi Zeng Dorothy Nie
Tingyu Zhang Yahan Pang
Zijia Zhu Jiayi Qi
Zan Wang
Zihao Wei
Jinping Wu
Zhiyu Xi
Aylin Zhang

* Listed in alphabetical order of last names
The program is subject to change.

Please be considerate to the performers and other members of the audience. If you must leave during the performance, do so only
at the end of a work. Taking photos, audio recordings and videos without prior written permission from The Tianjin Juilliard School is
strictly prohibited in this hall.
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About the “Magic Flute — Family Show"” Project

This adaptation of Mozart's timeless opera Magic Flute is an educational and entertaining
performance experience that is poised to debunk the myths and stereotypes about opera
and classical music. One of Mozart’s most popular operatic creations, the story tells of Prince
Tamino's adventurous journey in the Kingdom of Day and Night, which has him undergo various
trials and tribulations in order to find his beloved Princess Pamina with the help of a magical flute.
The plot is full of humor and twists. Besides the pair of young lovers, other characters such as
Queen of the Night, Sarastro the Priest, Papageno the Bird Catcher, and Monostatos the Exotic
Servant, are imbued with fantasy and childlike fun. Mozart's moving musical numbers and arias
have become age-old classics in standard operatic repertoire. This performance is an innovative
re-imagination of the theater canon, combining two-piano multiple-hands accompaniment,
engaging interactive segments, Chinese dialogues, all aimed to ignite children’s interest in

classical music and stimulate imagination for the whole family.
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Director’s Note

"A pure and eternal fairy tale born in the twilight of a genius’ life"

One of the greatest creative output in operatic literature coincided with the lowest, most
tormented moment of Mozart's life. In 1791, Mozart's friend Schikaneder commissioned him to
write an opera that would fuse humor with fantasy and appeal to an audience of commoners. The
opera would be a play sung in the vernacular German — a “Singspiel” — which would have popular
allure and set a new practice in the composition of operas at the time. Mozart was plagued with
ill health and severe economic hardship. Despite the constant practical struggles, he poured
every last strand of his creative genius into the composition of Magic Flute and transformed his

plight into a musical monument transcending time and space.

Magic Flute was premiered on September 30, 1791 at the Freihaus-Theater auf der Wieden
in Vienna, under the baton of Mozart himself and with Schikaneder portraying the role of Bird
Catcher Papageno. The first performance scored resounding success and became immediately
a box office favorite. Sadly, Mozart died on December 5 in that same year and did not live to see

his last opera become a symbol of his legacy.

Though it was written at the end of his life, this opera is a testament to Mozart's passion
and profound understanding of musical theater, with the innocence, purity and truth which
characterize the composer as the eternal genius child. Today, 234 years after the opera’s
creation, it continues to bring boundless joy to children and an understanding that passes all

understandings to audiences worldwide.
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