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Saturday, April 12, 2025, 19:00

Prog ram Tianjin Juilliard Concert Hall
LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN Cello Sonata No. 2 in G Minor, Op. 5, No. 2
(1770-1827) |. Adagio sostenuto e espressivo - Allegro

molto piu tosto presto

Yifan Wu*, Cello
Laize Song, Piano

JOHANNES BRAHMS Violin Sonata No. 3 in D Minor, Op. 108
(1833-1897) |. Allegro

Ke Zhu*, Violin
Shaoyong Wang, Piano

RICHARD STRAUSS Violin Sonata in E-flat Major, Op. 18
(1864-1949) |. Allegro ma non troppo

Huan Ci*, Violin
Luwangzi Li, Piano

Intermission

FELIX MENDELSSOHN Piano Trio No. 1 in D Minor, Op. 49
(1809-1847) II. Andante con moto tranquillo
IIl. Scherzo. Leggiero e vivace

Huan Ci*, Violin
Yifan Wu*, Cello
Leyu Xu, Piano

ROBERT SCHUMANN Piano Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 47
(1810-1856) Ill. Andante cantabile

Ke Zhu*, Violin
Zhangjuan Liu*, Viola
Yifan Wu*, Cello
Likun Nie, Piano

JOHANNES BRAHMS Piano Quartet No. 3 in C Minor, Op. 60
(1833-1897) I. - Allegro non troppo

Ke Zhu*, Violin
Zhangjuan Liu*, Viola
Yifan Wu*, Cello
Minkuan He, Piano

*Pre-College Assistant Chamber Coach
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Meet the Performers

Laize Song

Laize Song, 16 years old, began studying piano with Chinese pianist
Huigiao Bao at the age of 7 He was admitted to the Pre-College
program of Tianjin Juilliard School at the age of 11 where he is
currently studying under the tutelage of Dr. Ching-Wen Hsiao, an
American pianist, soloist and chamber musician who is a professor
of piano at the Tianjin Juilliard School

Laize is the second-prize winner of the Toronto International
Instrumental Competition in Piano Group C and the third-prize
winner of the Elevato International Youth Piano Competition in
Professional Group C. He was invited to participate in the Palmetto
International Piano Festival in the United States, where he was
awarded a scholarship, and was also invited to participate in the
"Cross-Strait Artistic Youth Piano Music Festival'. He has studied
with Jose Ramon Mendez, Matti Raekallio, Bruce Brubaker,
Christopher Harding and other professors and has received high
praise.

Since his first solo recital at the age of 14, Laize has given
several recitals in Changchun and Tianjin, China. He performed
Tchaikovsky's Piano Concerto No. 1 with orchestra at the age of
15 and collaborated with outstanding students from the Curtis
Institute of Music in a “City of Love" benefit concert.

Laize is passionate about chamber music and has studied it with
Dr. Konstantinos Valianatos. For the 2024-2026 academic years, he
was accepted into the Tianjin Juilliard School Pre-College Chamber
Music Intensive program (CMI), where he has worked with
members of the MILA Quartet and other young musicians under
the guidance of pianist Professor Weicong Zhang.

He has performed at prestigious venues such as the Fujian Grand
Theatre and the Jiaodong Theatre.
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Meet the Performers

Shaoyong Wang

Shaoyong Wang was born in 2007 In 2019, he was admitted
to the Pre-College of the Tianjin Juilliard School, where he has
been studying with Prof. Alvin Zhu. He has participated in master
classes held by renowned pedagogues such as Arie Vardi, Yoheved
Kaplinsky, Robert McDonald, Dang Thai Son, Emanuel Ax, Katarzyna
Popowa-Zydron, Wojciech Switala, Stanislav loudenitch, Minsoo
Sohn, Michel Beroff, Yong Hi Moon, Boris Slutsky, Ronan O'Hora,
Antonio Pompa-Baldi, Meng-Chieh Liu, Soyeon Kate Lee, Shai

Wosner, Aaron Wunsch, Ewa Pobtocka, Gabriel Kwok, Jinsang Lee,
James Giles, Andrew Tyson, Haochen Zhang, Xiachan Wang, Yunlin
Yang, Huigiao Bao, receiving unanimous praise.

Shaoyong has performed extensively across Europe, the United
States, and Asia in major concert halls and festivals, including
The Forbidden City Concert Hall in Beijing, National Centre for the
Performing Arts in Beijing, Tianjin Juilliard Concert Hall, Tianjin Grand
Theatre, Shanxi Grand Theatre, Carnegie Weill Recital Hall, Poland
Szafarnia Chopin Centre, Paris Salle Cortot, Tianjin International
Piano Festival, Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival, Juilliard Summer Piano
Program, and Jakarta Piano Island Festival.

In 2023, he was awarded Third Prize at the 30th International
Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition for Children and Youth in
Szafarnia, Poland. He is also a laureate of the Top of the Paris
VIVACE International Piano Competition (First Prize, 2023), The 2nd
Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival Young Artist Concerto Competition
(Jury Discretionary Prize, 2024), and the Pacific Stars Piano
Competition (Third Prize, 2024).

Shaoyong is enthusiastic about chamber music. In the 2023-2025
academic years, he was accepted into the Tianjin Juilliard School
Pre-College Chamber Music Intensive Program and has cooperated
with members of MILA Quartet while studying with Ms. Weicong
Zhang.
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Meet the Performers

Luwangzi Li

Luwangzi Li is currently a student in the Pre-College at the Tianjin
Juilliard School, studying under the guidance of Prof. Xiaohan Wang,
Chair of Pre-College Piano Studies.

In 2020, he won first prize in the Young Artists Group at the 3rd
Singapore International Piano Competition. At the age of 14 in
2022, he successfully performed a solo piano concert titled "Chopin

Complete Etudes," which received widespread acclaim. In 2023,
at just 16 years old, he became the youngest competitor in the
5th China Shenzhen International Piano Concerto Competition,
where he secured fourth place and the Audience Favorite Award.
That same year, he also won first prize in Professional Group B and
the Special Prize in the Professional Group at the 11th Steinway
National Youth Piano Competition. In 2025, he once again advanced
to the semifinals of the Leipzig Bach Piano Competition as the
youngest competitor.

Throughout his piano studies, Li has been mentored by renowned
professors such as Arie Vardi, Yoheved Kaplinsky, Katarzyna
Popowa-Zydron, Matti Raekallio, Ewa Kupiec, Wojciech Switata,
Gabriel Kwok, Chen Sa, Wei Danwen, and Yang Yunlin, all of whom
have highly praised his talent.

Luwangzi Li has performed at prestigious venues including the
Forbidden City Concert Hall in Beijing, the China National Library
Concert Hall, the Hebei Arts Center, Singapore's Victoria Concert
Hall, the Tianjin Grand Theatre, the Tianjin Concert Hall, and the
Berliner Philharmonie Kammermusiksaal. He has also been invited
to perform with orchestras such as the Hebei Symphony Orchestra,
the Tianjin Symphony Orchestra, the Suzhou Symphony Orchestra,
the Wuxi Symphony Orchestra, the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra,
the Deutsches Kammerorchester Berlin, and the Tianjin Juilliard
Ensemble Orchestra. His repertoire includes works such as Saint-
Saéns' Le Carnaval des Animaux, Mozart's Piano Concerto K. 415,
Beethoven's Piano Concerto No. 3, Grieg's Piano Concerto, Saint-
Saéns' Piano Concerto No. 2, Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 1, and
The Yellow River Piano Concerto.
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Meet the Performers

Leyu Xu

Leyu Xu, aged 16, is currently a Pre-College student at the Tianjin
Juilliard School, studying under Professor Xiaohan Wang.

In 2025, she became the youngest participant in the Singapore
International Piano Competition, where she won third prize. That
same year, she was also the youngest finalist and prizewinner
in Group B of the Aarhus International Piano Competition in

Denmark. She has earned prizes in various competitions, including
the Steinway Piano Competition, as well as other domestic and
international contests. Her performances have graced numerous
concert halls.

Additionally, Leyu was selected for the 2025 Morningside Music
Bridge and has participated in festivals such as the Tianjin Juilliard
Piano Festival and the "Winterreise" International Music Festival,
where she won the concerto competition. She has performed
successfully with orchestras including the Aarhus Symphony
Orchestra, Deutsche Sinfonietta Berlin, Singapore Metropolitan
Festival Orchestra, and the Suzhou Symphony Orchestra, among
others.
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Meet the Performers

Likun Nie

Likun Nie, born in Tianjin in 2007, began to learn piano at the age of five.
She is currently studying at Tianjin Juilliard Pre-College under the guidance
of Professor Alvin Zhu .

Likun has won numerous prestigious awards, including the first prize
in the Professional Group A of the VIVACE France International Piano
Competition, first prize in the Youth Artist Group of the Seventh Future
Stars International Piano Competition, second prize in the Professional
Youth Group of the Conero International Piano Competition, second
Prize in Concerto Group of "Yamaha Asian Music Scholarship" Piano
Competition of Tianjin Conservatory of Music, and third Prize in the
Youth Performers Group at the 6th Paderewski International Piano
Competition. In June 2023, she won the Concerto Competition at the
Texas International Piano Festival in the United States and performed
Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 2 with the Fort Worth Symphony
Orchestra.

She has been guided by many musicians in master classes, including
Yoheved Kaplinsky, Robert McDonald, Hung-Kuan Chen, Shai Wosner,
Orli Shaham, Katarzyna Popova-Zydron, Wojciech Switata, Tamas Ungar,
Mikhail Voskresenskyi, Vanessa Latarche, Huigiao Bao, Ching-Wen
Hsiao, Gabriel Kwok, Jinsang Lee, and Jian Li. Likun has performed at
prestigious venues such as the Steinway House in Beijing, Tianjin Concert
Hall, Tianjin Grand Theatre Concert Hall, Shanxi Grand Theatre Concert
Hall, and has held successful solo recitals at Tianjin Juilliard Recital Hall.

Likun is passionate about chamber music. She was accepted into the
Chamber Music Intensive Program at Tianjin Juilliard Pre-College for
the 2023-2025 academic years, collaborating with members of the
MILA Quartet and receiving the guidance of Weicong Zhang. She has
studied chamber music with Konstantinos Valianatos and Feng Niu,
and has attended a master class by Qing Jiang. In September 2023,
she performed Debussy's chamber music works at the Tianjin Juilliard
Community Concert. In January 2024, she performed at the Tianjin
Juilliard Pre-College Chamber Music Intensive Concert. In May 2024, she
performed at Tianjin Juilliard Public Benefit Concert. In November 2024,
she participated in Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center master
class.
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Meet the Performers

Minkuan He

Minkuan is a young pianist renowned for the distinctive quality of
his playing. His teacher, Andrew Tyson, has described him as “truly
original and wonderful.”

Currently, Minkuan studies with Andrew Tyson at the Tianjin Juilliard
School Pre-College while also attending Novus Academy for his
senior high school education. Before joining TJS, he studied with Dr.
Xiaohan Wang.

Minkuan has participated in several international festivals and
competitions. He was selected for the Tianjin International Piano
Festival in 2022, attended master classes with Professor Yunlin
Yang, and was one of the Young Artists at the Tianjin Juilliard Piano
Festival in 2023, where he studied with Professor Popowa-Zydron,
Jinsang Lee and Gabriel Kwok. More recently, he participated in the
2024 Winterreise Internationale Music Festival, receiving guidance
from Professor Matti Raekallio and Michel Beroff. Minkuan also
joined the Juilliard Summer Program in 2024, where he took
classes from Professor Emanuel Ax, Orli Shaham, Hung-kuan Chen,
and Shai Wosner. In 2025, at the ACIMA Piano Festival, Minkuan
studied with Yoheved Kaplinsky, Ignat Solzhenitsyn, and Chu-Fang
Huang.

In addition to his piano studies, Minkuan began learning composition
in 2024 and is now working on his third piece. He is an avid
chamber music enthusiast and was selected for the Chamber
Music Intensive program 2023-2025. Since the age of eleven,
Minkuan has also accompanied the choir at his church. He has
enjoyed improvising freely on his instrument ever since.

Minkuan is passionate about collaborating with young composers
and performing their works. His friend Yueheng Wang, whom he
met during the Juilliard Summer Programs, has planned a piece
dedicated to him. In 2022, Minkuan premiered the chamber work
“Wu Chang” by young composer Xingzhan Wu, and in 2024,
he introduced “The Poem of Purple” by Yongyi Jia, along with
“Circumscription II"” by Litao Dong.
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Meet the Performers

Yifan Wu

Yifan Wu is a Chinese cellist with extensive training under
esteemed mentors in the United States. He holds dual doctoral
degrees in cello performance from Yale University and Boston
University. Following his graduation, he joined the China
Philharmonic Orchestra. As the last disciple of the late cello master
George Neikrug, Wu inherited both his mentor's cello and bow.
During his academic career, he won first prize in the university's
Bach Competition. Before that, he received a full scholarship
to study at Yale University under the guidance of the legendary
cellist Aldo Parisot, earning the prestigious Aldo Parisot Prize
for Outstanding Solo Performance upon graduation. Wu also
completed his studies at Northwestern University with renowned
cello pedagogue Hans Jensen.

As a performer, Yifan Wu is committed to exploring the balance
between musical expression and technical mastery. He has
delivered solo performances at the Yale Annual Concert and with
the UMKC Symphony Orchestra, collaborating with celebrated
contemporary composers, including Chen Yi. Additionally, he served
as Associate Principal Cellist at the Yo-Yo Ma Benefit Concert.
During his time at Yale, Wu was the only student appointed
Associate Principal Cellist of the Yale Cellos, a Grammy-nominated
ensemble led by principal cellist Ole Akahoshi. Recently, he has
appeared as a guest artist with Palaver Strings in the United States.

Wu further honed his chamber music skills under the mentorship
of the renowned Tokyo String Quartet for nearly two years and
participated in master classes with distinguished cellists Laurence
Lesser, Lynn Harrell, and Andrés Diaz.

A passionate educator, Yifan Wu has taught undergraduate cello
students as a substitute instructor at Boston University. He also
served as a teaching assistant and chamber music coach at the
prestigious Meadowmount School of Music under Hans Jensen,
mentoring young cellists from around the world. He currently
teaches cello at the Music Development Program at Tianjin Juilliard.
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Meet the Performers

Ke Zhu

Ke Karl Zhu, violinist of the MILA Quartet, was a prize winner
of the 13th Menuhin International Violin Competition in England
and the 6th Tchaikovsky International Competition for young
musicians in Korea. He also won first prize in Eisenberg-Fried
Concerto Competition in the US and the “Jinzhong” String
Quartet Competition in China. Karl has been invited to numerous
international well-known music festivals, including String Quartet
Seminar, Kronberg Academy, Morningside Music Bridge in Calgary,
and the Texas Music Festival. He received his bachelor’'s and
master’s degrees in violin performance at the Manhattan School
of Music and chamber music performance master’'s degree at
the Tianjin Juilliard School. At the age of 4, Karl learned the violin
from his grandfather and then studied at the Central Conservatory
of Music in Beijing. His teachers include Weigang Li, Wei He,
Guillaume Sutre, Lucie Robert, and Weidong Tong. Now Karl is the
Assistant Chamber Coach at Tianjin Juilliard Pre-College, a violin
teacher in the Music Development Program, and a guest teacher at
Shanghai Tech University in 2023.
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Meet the Performers

Huan Ci

Huan Ci, violinist of the MILA Quartet, the inaugural graduate
chamber music fellowship quartet of The Tianjin Juilliard
School. Ci received his bachelor's degree at the Yong Siew
Toh Conservatory of Music, National University of Singapore.
He holds master's degrees in violin performance and chamber
music from Johns Hopkins Peabody Institute and the Tianjin
Juilliard School. Ci's former teachers include Hong Wang, Jun
Zuo, Keng-Yuen Tseng, Weigang Li, and Wei He. He was a
First Prize winner of the “Thomas Cooper” International Violin
Competition in China and a Third Prize Winner of the Hong
Kong International Violin Competition. He has participated in
Meadowmont and Texas Music Festival as well as the Baroque
Music Festival at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.

As a teacher, Ci is an Assistant Chamber Coach at Tianjin
Juilliard Pre-College and a guest teacher at Shanghai Tech
University.
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Meet the Performers

21

Zhangjuan Liu

Zhangjuan Liu is the violist of the MILA Quartet, the inaugural
graduate chamber music fellowship quartet of The Tianjin Juilliard
School.

As a life-long advocate for chamber music, Liu performed
with Midori at the age of 14 and was featured in major events
and festivals such as the Juilliard String Quartet Seminar, the
Sarasota Music Festival, the Aspen Music Festival and School,
Ozawa International Chamber Music Academy, and Seiji Ozawa
Matsumoto Festival. Liu was also a member of the 2016 Nobuko
Imai Viola Master Class in Otaru, Japan. She is the first-prize
winner of the Princess Galvani Vadhana International Ensemble
Competition in Bangkok, Thailand, and The Singapore International
Solo & Ensemble Competition.

Born in Chengdu, Sichuan, Liu received her bachelor’s degree at
the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, National University of
Singapore. She holds master’s degrees in viola performance and
chamber music from Rice University's Shepherd School of Music
in Houston, Texas, and The Tianjin Juilliard School, Tianjin. Liu's
primary teachers include the Shanghai Quartet, principal violist
of the Singapore Symphony Orchestra Manchin Zhang, and the
Grammy-winning violist James Dunham, formerly of the Cleveland
String Quartet. Liu has also been coached by Hadao Sarada, Seiji
Ozawa, and Gabor Takécs-Nagy.

As a teacher, Liu is the English and Music Theory faculty of the
Tianjin Juilliard Pre-College and also teaches viola as part of the
Music Development Program at Tianjin Juilliard’s Public Education
Division. Outside of music, Liu enjoys hiking and traveling.
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Weicong Zhang

Pianist Weicong Zhang, a native of Shanghai, has shared the stage
with many distinguished artists, including violinists Pierre Amoyal,
lan Swensen, Albert Markov, Kathleen Winkler, Feng Ning, Bing
Huang, violists Nobuko Imai, Dimitri Murrath, Lars Anders Tomter,
Matthias Buchholz, Teng Li, cellist Wen-Sinn Yang, Haiye Ni, Martti
Rousi, Reinhard Latzko, flutist Emmanuel Pahud, Henrik Wiese,
clarinetist Thorsten Johanns, trumpet player Matthias Hofs.

She has toured in the United States and Canada, performing
at the Stern Auditorium at the Carnegie Hall, Weill Recital Hall,
Vancouver Playhouse, etc. Since she returned to China in 2008,
she has performed in almost every major venue such as China
National Centre for the Performing Arts, Beijing Concert Hall,
Shanghai Concert Hall, Shanghai Oriental Art Center, Shanghai
Symphony Concert Hall, Guangzhou Xinghai Concert Hall, Xi'an
Concert Hall, Wuhan Qintai Concert Hall, Shenzhen Concert Hall,
Hong Kong Cultural Center. Zhang has been a guest artist in
Morningside Music Bridge, Young Euro Classic Festival Ensemble,
Beijing International Music Festival, Shanghai Conservatory of
Music and San Francisco Conservatory of Music International
Chamber Music Festival and International Violin master classes
and Sonata Competition of Shanghai Conservatory of Music. She
was also an accompanist for three Piatigorsky Seminars in Los
Angeles. She gave masterclasses in accompanying and chamber
music at Manhattan School of Music, San Francisco Conservatory
of Music, The Middle School affiliated with Shanghai Conservatory
of Music and Xi'an Conservatory of Music. Her recording "French
Violin Sonatas and Miniatures" with violinist Feng Ning was
released in 2020.

Zhang received her bachelor's degree at UT Austin and her
master's and doctoral degree in collaborative piano from Manhattan
School of Music where she studied with Dr. Heasook Rhee. Zhang
taught piano solo and chamber music at the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music.
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About the Program

Pre-College

The Tianjin Juilliard School Pre-College offers a comprehensive conservatory-style
music program on Saturdays from September to May for advanced young musicians
ages 8-18 who exhibit the talent, potential, and ambition to pursue serious music
study at the college level. Pre-College students are mentored by an international roster
of faculty and given many opportunities to perform in solo, chamber, and orchestral
concerts.
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Chamber Music Intensive

The Chamber Music Intensive (CMI) program is a two-year program launched by
Tianjin Juilliard Pre-College starting from the 2022 academic year, where select piano
students rehearse and perform in chamber groups with assistant chamber coaches,
including members of MILA, a professional string quartet who are also Tianjin Juilliard
alumni. These groups work under the direction of Tianjin Juilliard's CMI faculty member
Weicong Zhang. CMI is open to piano major students who have demonstrated musical
and interpersonal maturity, as well as a high level of professionalism and enthusiasm
for chamber music. A total of six students have participated in the Chamber Music
Intensive program in the 2024-2025 academic year.

The Chamber Music Intensive program supports Tianjin Juilliard’'s culture of
collaborative music-making and provides students who have a passion for chamber
music with the unique opportunity to experience this art form in a more in-depth and
thorough way, laying a strong foundation for further studies at the collegiate level.
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