TIANJIN KIREFIT
JUILLIARD MEZRY
PIANO

FESTIVAL

05 I




Tianjin Juilliard Presents:
Summer Sounds 2025

A Festival for the City

i i j i ilss




Table of Contents
5K

Welcome 04 Performing Artists 24
SR &Y TBZAR

Message from the Co-Artistic Directors 06 Participants 36
a2 AR REE ZATER

Overview 08 Festival Venues 40
MET L MEZARTELAIE

Highlights from 2025 10 Acknowledgements 44
2025 F= = GE |

Teaching Artists 12

HFZARK



SUMMER SOUNDS 2025

Welcome Message

Building on the momentum of last year's success, we are proud
to present another extraordinary summer of music, learning, and
connection at Tianjin Juilliard. As the centerpiece of Tianjin Juilliard
Summer Sounds, this year's Piano Festival welcomes gifted young
artists, renowned faculty, and audiences from around the world to
our vibrant campus in Binhai.

We are especially excited to introduce two major new
opportunities for students this year. Selected Young Artists will
collaborate in chamber music with the world-renowned Shanghai
Quartet, gaining invaluable experience in ensemble artistry.

In addition, through our new partnership with the Asian Youth
Orchestra (AYO), the winner of this year's Young Artist Concerto
Competition will be featured as a soloist with AYO on their 2026
international tour—a life-changing debut on the global stage.

For the first time, the Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival is partnering

with artist faculty to offer workshops for piano teachers, sharing
valuable insights and experiences from working with students at
all levels.

Guided by Co-Artistic Directors Yoheved Kaplinsky and Xiaohan
Wang, and under the leadership of Administrative Director Robert
Ross, the festival continues to set a global standard for excellence
in piano education and performance. Our heartfelt thanks go to all
faculty, guest artists, and the entire piano festival team for their
commitment and dedication.

At Tianjin Juilliard, we believe music builds bridges. Thank you for
being part of this international celebration of talent, dedication,
and possibilities.

Wei He

CEO and Artistic Director
The Tianjin Juilliard School
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Message from
Co-Artistic Directors
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This year, we are thrilled to introduce

new features that further distinguish this
festival from any other in the world. The
Young Artist program is now tuition-free
and includes a travel stipend to nurture
and support top talent from around the
world. Collaborations with the Asian

Youth Orchestra and the Shanghai Quartet
underscore the importance of collaborative
music making and provide our Young
Artists with extraordinary opportunities.
We also welcome piano teachers to join as
Teacher Auditors, where they have access
to exclusive pedagogical workshops and
activities.

The festival is set to be a transformative
celebration of creativity and excellence,
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inviting participants and audiences alike to BN RIS ZER RN

experience the magic of piano like never

before.

Yoheved Kaplinsky LORFLETE - REMETE

Co-Atrtistic Director, REFFANTPNEZATREZARRE

Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival
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Chair of piano department and R ZAR B

artistic advisor of Pre-College,

The Juilliard School ®
(@]
=
o

Xiaohan Wang R g

Co-Artistic Director, REFFTPFZATHREZARE =

Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival . o
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Chair of Pre-College piano studies,
The Tianjin Juilliard School
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Overview
NETIHET

The 2025 Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival (TJPF) takes place from August 3
to 17, 2025 at The Tianjin Juilliard School in China.

The two-week festival offers a vibrant environment where pianists are
inspired by the highest levels of music making throughout the program.

Piano participants work alongside the world’s finest pianists and
teachers in 11 master classes; receive over 200 hours of private
lessons; attend recitals given by eminent artists; are given performance
opportunities; and have access to the finest performance and practice
spaces.

Embracing the importance of collaborative music-making, the festival
provides the unique experience of working with a chamber orchestra
and conductor, as well as reading chamber music with a renowned
string quartet.

With a line-up of stellar artists, the festival aims to create a world-class
event for young pianists and the music-loving community to come
together for an experience to remember.
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Highlights from 2025
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New in 2025, Young
Artist participants will
have the opportunity
to read chamber
music with the
Shanghai Quartet.

EABWNET, BFZ
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Winner of the Young
Artists Concerto
Competition will

be granted solo
opportunities with
the Asian Youth
Orchestra for their
2026 summer tour.
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All Junior participants
have the unique
opportunity to
collaborate with the
QingXin Ensemble
and conductor Kin
Szeto, rehearsing
one movement of a
concerto.

FrEELFZREEMN
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Performing artist
Chen Sa will present
a captivating solo
recital.
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Master Class with Arie Vardi at the 2023
Tianjin-Juilliard Piano Festival

P - FLIBE 2023 KIZHRF T WETHAIMRIZ

Teaching Artists
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Michael Berkovsky
WAFER « DURBIKHTE

Royal Conservatory of Music, Canada
ERFRFR, MEKX

Michael Berkovsky is an internationally
acclaimed artist who made his New York
debut at the renowned David Geffen Hall and
has performed as a soloist across Europe,
Asia, North America, and South America.
Berkovsky has performed under the batons
of celebrated conductors such as Vladimir
Feltsman, Stefan Sanderling, Leon Fleisher,
and William Noll.

As a sought-after pedagogue, Berkovsky
serves on the faculty at the Glenn Gould
School and the Phil and Eli Taylor Academy.
He is regularly invited to adjudicate in national
and international competitions and frequently
presents master classes and workshops for
students and pedagogues.

An avid chamber musician, Berkovsky
frequently collaborates with award-winning
ensembles and musicians, including the
Jasper String Quartet and members of the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra and Canadian
Opera Company. In his hometown of Toronto,

he is frequently featured as a soloist with
numerous orchestras.

Berkovsky earned his bachelor's and master's
degrees from Juilliard, studying with Yoheved
Kaplinsky and Julian Martin. He completed
his Doctorate at the Peabody Conservatory of
Johns Hopkins University under the guidance
of Yong Hi Moon. He is a scholarship recipient
of the Canada Arts Council, America-Israel
Cultural Foundation, Tzfonot Tarbut, and the
White Nights Foundation.

WERORRIVRHRHER—UZEERNZ
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Bernd Goetzke
NEE . XFEXR

Hochschule fir Music, Theater und
Medien Hannover, Germany

XEBE R, WEISEEZER, BE

Bernd Goetzke was accepted at the
Hanover University of Music at the age of
13 and studied with Professor Karl-Heinz
Kémmerling. From 1969 to 1977 he worked
with Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli, who
described Goetzke as his final student.

He became a professor at the Hannover
University of Music in 1982 where he was
head of the solo class course for 30 years
and founded an institute for highly gifted
children in 2000, which was the first one of
its kind in Germany.

In addition to his university work, Goetzke
gives master classes worldwide and is often
invited to international competitions as a
jury member. In Positano, Italy, he continued
the Beethoven courses founded by Wilhelm
Kempff and Alfred Cortot for several years.
He describes Beethoven and Debussy as
the two “focal points” of his repertoire.

This is expressed, among other things, in
his translation of around 500 letters from
Debussy into German, published in 2018.

NBEXFERR 1I3FHABENERET R K
BISHREZRZS, MARR - BER GNEHEK
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Krzysztof Jablonski
A EX - TmfEiE

School of Music, Chinese University
of Hong Kong, Shenzhen

BEBPIARE (M) TRFBe, TE

Krzysztof Jablonski currently serves as
Academic Leader of Piano and Keyboard at
the School of Music, The Chinese University
of Hong Kong, Shenzhen. He is a laureate
of the 1985 F. Chopin International Piano
Competition in Warsaw, Poland, as well as

numerous top prize winners at international
piano competitions in Milan, Palm Beach,
Monza, Dublin, New York, Calgary, and Gold
Medal at the A. Rubinstein International
Piano Master Competition in Tel Aviv.

For the past 37 years, Jablonski has been
actively performing solo and chamber music,
as well as with orchestras across the world
and performed in prestigious concert halls,
including appearances on the Master Concert
Series at Berliner Philharmonie. Jablonski
played over 2000 concerts, recorded more
than 20 CDs and many for radio and TV,
including live broadcasts to 23 countries of
EBU (European Broadcasting Union).

Jablonski studied with Janina Butor and
Andrzej Jasinski, and completed his doctorate
in 1997. The President of Poland handed the
nomination of becoming one of the youngest
titular professors in Poland. Jablonski

taught at the K. Szymanowski Academy of
Music in Katowice, F. Chopin University of
Music in Warsaw, where he held a tenured
professor position for 13 years, and Mount
Royal University in Calgary, as faculty of the
Morningside Music Bridge program where
he has taught for over 20 years.

He is a jury member of the F Chopin
International Piano Competition in Warsaw
and the chairman of the jury of the Canadian
Chopin Piano Competition in Toronto. He also
adjudicated Chopin competitions in Miami,
USA, and Foshan, China.
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Yoheved Kaplinsky
NFER - REMETE

The Juilliard School, USA

Yoheved Kaplinsky is currently the chair of the
piano department of the Juilliard School, as
well as the Artistic Advisor of its Pre-College
Division.

One of the most sought-after pedagogues
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in the music world today, she is active as

a guest lecturer and a performer in various
festivals and universities. Formerly a
member of the Peabody Conservatory and
the Manhattan School, she also serves as
guest faculty at Texas Christian University, is
a member of the Aspen Music Festival and
School faculty, and an honorary professor at
the Shanghai Conservatory and the China
Conservatory.

A prize winner in the J.S. Bach competition

in Washington DC, she has performed

with orchestras, in recitals and in chamber
music. She is also a frequent guest teacher
of festivals including Orford in Canada,
PianoTexas in Texas, Philomusica in Oxford
University, the Mozarteum in Salzburg among
others.

Kaplinsky is also a frequent adjudicator

in competitions, including the Cliburn,
Rubinstein, Cleveland, Dublin, Tchaikovsky,
and Montreal among others. She is a two-
time recipient of the Presidential Scholars
Teacher Recognition Award.

WERNFMAER REMTEHETURT 4
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Ewa Pobtocka
BiE - FEmAHE

Academy of Music in Bydgoszcz,
Poland

LEEFRERF B, K=

Ewa Pobtocka is a prize-winner of the

10th International Fryderyk Chopin Piano
Competition in Warsaw (1980), the
International Viotti Music Competition in
Vercelli (1977) and the International Festival
of Young Laureates in Bordeaux (1979). She
has performed throughout Europe and the
Americas, as well as in China, Indonesia,
the RSA, Singapore, South Korea, Japan and
Australia, in such venues as the Herkules-
Saal in Munich, Musikhalle in Hamburg, St.
Petersburg Philharmonic Hall, Théatre des
Champs Elysées in Paris, Kyoi Hall in Tokyo,
Auditorio Nacional in Madrid, Barbican Centre
and Wigmore Hall in London, Musikverein in
Vienna, Lincoln Center in New York, Glenn
Gould Studio in Toronto and Sala Cecilia
Meireles in Rio De Janeiro. She has played
as a soloist with the London Symphony
Orchestra, English Chamber Orchestra,
Orchestra del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino,
Bayerischers Rundfunkorchester, Sinfonia
Varsovia and Polish National Radio Symphony
Orchestra. Pobtocka is an accomplished
chamber musician, has given numerous first
performances and made world premiere
recordings of works by Polish contemporary
composers. She has recorded more than

50 CDs for Deutsche Grammophon, Polskie

Nagrania, CD Accord and Bearton, among
many others, and has also recorded and
performed period instruments from Chopin's
era.

Many of Pobtocka's recordings have won
prizes and critical acclaim. She is the

first Polish pianist in history to record

both volumes of Das Wohltemperierte
Klavier by Bach, and has performed both
volumes in many venues in Europe. She

is a distinguished pedagogue, teaching

at the Academy of Music in Bydgoszcz.

She has been a jury member of the most
prestigious international piano competitions,
such as the Chopin Competition in Warsaw,
Rubinstein Competition in Tel Aviv, as well
as the competitions in Hamamatsu, Pretoria,
Calgary, Hastings and Ettlingen, among many
others.
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Boris Slutsky
EUERHT - HRARE

Peabody Institute of The Johns
Hopkins University, USA
AREL S ARZRIEE RFR,
xE

Consistently acclaimed for his exquisite tonal
beauty and superb artistry, Boris Slutsky
has appeared on nearly every continent as
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soloist and recitalist since his orchestral
debut at Carnegie Hall with the New York
Youth Symphony in 1980. He won the first
prize along with every major prize at the
1981 William Kapell International (University
of Maryland) Piano Competition. His other
accomplishments include first prizes at the
Kosciuszko Chopin Competition and San
Antonio International Keyboard Competition,
and major prizes at the International Bach
Competition in Memory of Glenn Gould, Gina
Bachauer, Busoni, Rina Sala Gallo, and Ettore
Pozzoli International Piano Competitions.

An avid chamber musician, Slutsky's

close to three decades of chamber music
collaborations include the critically acclaimed
recording of Schumann'’s Sonatas for Violin
and Piano with llya Kaler on the Naxos

label, as well as performances with many
renowned artists.

Born in Moscow into a family of musicians,
Slutsky received his early training at
Moscow'’s Gnessin School for Gifted Children
as a student of Anna Kantor, and completed
his formal studies at The Juilliard School and
Manhattan School of Music, studying with
Nadia Reisenberg, Nina Svetlanova, John
Browning, and Joseph Seiger. In addition, he
has worked for many years with his mentor
Alexander Eydeleman.

Slutsky joined the piano faculty of the
Peabody Conservatory in 1993 where he
taught until 2021, returning in 2024 as
Distinguished Professor of Piano.

BT A RENRENNET ENEENZ
RE—BEZEIEE, 1980 FNEFRANEST KT
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Minsoo Sohn

MRS

New England Conservatory, USA
WA= RKER, EE

Pianist Minsoo Sohn is known for his musical
intelligence and masterful virtuosity. Sohn
has toured extensively throughout North
and South America, Europe, Israel and Korea
and has appeared in important venues and
festivals. Sohn is particularly noted for his
interpretation of Bach’s Goldberg Variations,
and the New York Times praised his Honens-
label recording of the work as a “beautifully
articulated, radiant interpretation,” naming it
one of the top classical recordings of 2011.
His recordings also received critical acclaim

by New Yorker Magazine, Plain Dealer,
Gramophone, Calgary Herald and Toronto
Star among others.

In 2020, coinciding with the 250th
anniversary of Beethoven's birth, Sohn
concluded his four-year immersion in the
composer's music, performed and recorded
the composer’s 32 sonatas in a series of
recitals at Seoul Arts Center and recording
sessions at Tongyeong Concert Hall. Sony
Classical released the highly anticipated nine-
album set of Complete Beethoven Piano
Sonatas in the fall 2020.

He held positions at Michigan State
University and Korean National University
of Arts before joining his alma mater, New
England Conservatory, in fall 2023. Sohn
studied with Russell Sherman and Wha
Kyung Byun.

MRF, MEBRER, UERS ENBEENERRR
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Andrew Tyson
RRE - "H

The Tianjin Juilliard School, China
REFFTZERR, FE

Hailed by BBC Radio 3 as “a real poet of

the piano,” American pianist Andrew Tyson
brings a distinctive and imaginative approach
to everything he plays. In summer 2015,

he was awarded First Prize at the Géza

Anda Competition in Zirich, as well as the
Mozart and Audience Prizes. These victories
have resulted in numerous performances
throughout Europe under the auspices of the
Géza Anda Foundation.

Tyson is also a laureate of the Leeds
International Piano Competition where he
won the Terence Judd-Hallé Orchestra Prize,
awarded by the orchestra and conductor Sir
Mark Elder, with whom he enjoys an ongoing
relationship. With concerto performances
taking him across North America, Europe
and further afield, Tyson has performed with
orchestras ranging from the North Carolina
Symphony, the Colorado Symphony, the
Kansas City Symphony and the Orchestra

of St. Luke's at Alice Tully Hall, to the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Osaka
Symphony, SWR Symphony Orchestra
Stuttgart, Musikkollegium Winterthur and the
Flanders Symphony Orchestra.

Recital appearances include major cities
across the US and Europe at venues such as
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Brussels' Palais des Beaux-Arts, New York's
Carnegie Hall, the Zurich Tonhalle, and St.
Petersburg's Mariinsky Theater. No stranger
to the festival scene, Tyson has performed

at the Caramoor Center for Music and the
Arts, Lincoln Center’s Mostly Mozart Festival,
the Lucerne Piano Festival, the Pacific

Music Festival in Japan, and the Musica Viva
Festival in Sydney, with a mixture of solo and
chamber performances.

Tyson studied with Claude Frank at The Curtis
Institute of Music, and with Robert McDonald
at The Juilliard School.

Andrew Tyson is a Yamaha Artist.

LIEE-ZFR, #EEE BBC Radio 3 HA“HIEHIW
EFNHWEENER. 2015 FEZ, iEHeit
B9 Géza Anda NELLBERRF—SFRUKEILR
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Arie Vardi
faER - Fid

Hochschule fir Music, Theater

und Medien Hannover,

Germany; Bachmann-Mehta School
of Music, Israel

XERE R MR SRAEZER, BE;
Mg - I\EERPEk, UBF)

Arie Vardi launched his concert career at

the age of 15 as the winner of the Chopin
Competition in Israel and the George Enescu
International Competition in Bucharest. He
has appeared with the Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra under the baton of Zubin

Mehta, and has collaborated with other
conductors such as Semion Bychkov, Sergio

Commissiona, Gustavo Dudamel, Lukas Foss,

Kurt Masur, Jerzy Maksymiuk, Paul Paray,
David Robertson, Paul Sacher and David
Zinman, among others. His concert tours
have taken him to Europe, the United States,
Latin America, the Far East and Australia.

In 1992, his first Russian tour included
performances in Moscow, St. Petersburg and
several other cities.

Vardi performs regularly as soloist-conductor,
playing the complete set of concerti by Bach
and Mozart, part of which he has played on
the Hammerfligel. He directed, conducted
and played a series of five concerts with

the Israel Chamber Orchestra. The series,
entitled "The Piano Concerto", featured
twelve concertos ranging from Bach to the
21st century. In the 2004-05 season he
launched a new weekend series with the
Israel Philharmonic, "Morning Intermezzo",
where he serves as conductor and presenter.

He has been a jury member in many major
international competitions, namely the
Beethoven (Bonn), Beethoven (Vienna),
Busoni (Bolzano), China, Chopin (Warsaw),
Cleveland (Ohio), Cliburn (Texas), Gina
Bachauer (Salt Lake City), Hamamatsu
(Japan), Leeds (England), Dino Ciani (Milan),
ARD (Munich), Paloma O'Shea in Santander
(Spain), Scottish (Glasgow), Shenzhen (China),
Shanghai, Sydney, Tchaikovsky (Moscow),
Tokyo, Minneapolis and others. Vardi is
currently the artistic advisor and chairman of
the jury of the Arthur Rubinstein International
Master Competition.

Vardi has held master classes and presented
lecture recitals at many of the world's top
conservatories. His recordings of Mozart
concertos have included the Concerto for
Three Pianos with Yefim Bronfman and

Radu Lupu. Vardi teaches at the Hochschule
fir Musik Hannover, Germany, and at the
Buchmann-Mehta School of Music in Tel Aviv.

In 2004, the Minister of Education Award
was bestowed upon him for his lifetime
achievement. In 2017, Vardi was awarded the
Israel Prize.
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Xiaohan Wang
FRE

The Tianjin Juilliard School, China
FREFFTZFE, HE

Prizewinner of the ARD International

Music Competition (Munich), Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition (Texas),

and the Beethoven International Piano
Competition (Bonn), pianist Xiaohan Wang
has performed all over Asia, Europe, and
North America. He has appeared with many
of the world’s leading festivals, concert halls,
and orchestras. Wang has collaborated with
the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra,
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, and musicians
including violinist Hilary Hahn, Ning Feng,
Misha Maisky, Liwei Qin, the Jerusalem
Quartet, the Takdcs Quartet, the Tokyo
Quartet, and the Juilliard Quartet. In addition,
Wang is also a composer and conductor,
having conducted the Israel Symphony
Orchestra and others. His composition The
Inspiration of Painting was selected as the
compulsory piece for the 2007 Beethoven
International Piano Competition in Bonn.

A Steinway Artist and honorary professor,
Wang has been dedicated to training
outstanding young musicians, and many of
his students have been prizewinners in music
competitions both at home and abroad. He
has given master classes and lectures at The
Juilliard School, New England Conservatory,
Hannover Hochschule fir Musik und Theater,
and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He
served on the juries of many international
competitions, including Sydney, Isangyun,
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and Tchaikovsky Competition for Young
Musicians. He is also the artistic director

of Arthur Rubinstein International Youth
Piano Competition, Singapore International
Piano Competition, and Tianjin Juilliard
Piano Festival. Wang is the head of the
piano department at The Tianjin Juilliard
School's Pre-College Division and tutor of
graduate students at the School, and he is a
Distinguished Professor of Piano at the Tianjin
Conservatory of Music.

Wang began his musical education at the
Middle School of the Central Conservatory,
where he studied with Jin Aiping, Li Qifang,
and Zhou Guangren. He studied with Arie
Vardi and Matti Raekallio in Hannover
where he received his PhD from Hannover
Hochschule fir Musik und Theater, with a
perfect score in academic performance, the
first in the university’s history.
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Performing Artists
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Chen Sa
i

Sa Chen has established herself as one of
the most promising pianists in China and
was described as “the most charismatic
pianist of her generation” by Classic FM.
She started winning major prizes at Leeds,
Chopin Warsaw, and Van Cliburn in her early
teens before entering into an international
performing career with her inspiring and
evocative playing. In 2010, the Polish
government honored her with the Chopin
Art Passport for her profound interpretation
of Chopin’s music. She was also invited to
join the jury of the XVIIl and XIX International
Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition in
Warsaw.

Sa has performed with prestigious
orchestras including the Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, London
Philharmonic, WDR Symphony Orchestra,
Orchestra dell’ Accademia Nazionale di Santa
Cecilia, NHK Symphony Orchestra, among
others. Her enthusiasm for chamber music
has also brought her to appear in historical
music festivals such as Lockenhaus Festival,
Salzburg Festival, Ruhr Piano Festival, among
many others.
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Highlights of Sa’s recent concert seasons
include performing Chopin's concerti with
the Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra on a
China tour, touring as soloist/conductor

with the Hungarian Chamber Orchestra in
Germany, a Schubert lieder concert tour
with German baritone Matthias Goerne,
recitals at Mariinsky Theatre in St. Petersburg
and Champs Elysees Theatre in Paris, and
concerto performances with maestros Jaap
Van Zweden and Charles Dutoit. In 2020,

Sa Chen attended the world's first offline
forum of the UNESCO "ResiliArt". She has
eleven albums released worldwide, including
her solo album of Chopin's 21 nocturnes
released in 2021 under the Decca label.

In 2024, her latest album with recording
producer Rainer Maillard and Emil Berliner
Studios in Berlin featured major golden works
of piano literature, including Liszt Sonata

in b minor and Schumann Kreisleriana and
was independently released by her office
ATELIERSA, and is also available at Apple
Music Global and Spotify.
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Shanghai Quartet
LBUESR

Over the past four decades, the Shanghai
Quartet has become one of the world's
foremost chamber ensembles. Formed
at the Shanghai Conservatory in 1983,
the Quartet's elegant style, impressive
technique, and emotional breadth allow
the group to move seamlessly between
masterpieces of Western music, Chinese
folk music, and contemporary works.

Recent performance highlights include
performances at Carnegie Hall, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Freer
Gallery (Washington, D.C.), the Festival
Pablo Casals in France, and Beethoven
cycles for the Brevard Music Center,

the Beethoven Festival in Poland, and
throughout China. The Quartet frequently
performs at Wigmore Hall, the Budapest
Spring Festival, and Suntory Hall, and
collaborates with the National Centre for the
Performing Arts and Shanghai Symphony
Orchestras.

They have performed and collaborated with
the Tokyo, Juilliard, and Guarneri Quartets;
cellists Yo-Yo Ma and Lynn Harrell; pianists
Menahem Pressler, Peter Serkin, Jean-Yves
Thibaudet, and Yuja Wang; pipa virtuoso Wu
Man; and the vocal ensemble Chanticleer.
They appear regularly at chamber music
festivals, including annual performances
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for Maverick Concerts, the Brevard Music
Center, and Music Mountain.

The Shanghai Quartet has a long history of
championing new music and commissioned
works from composers including William
Bolcom, Sebastian Currier, David Del Tredici,
Tan Dun, Vivian Fung, Lowell Lieberman,
Zhou Long, Marc Neikrug, Krzysztof
Penderecki, Bright Sheng, ChenYi, and Du
Yun. Recent commissions include new
works from Judith Weir, Tan Dun, and
Penderecki. The Shanghai Quartet has

an extensive discography of more than

30 recordings, including the complete
Beethoven string quartets, and is currently
recording the complete Barték quartets.

The Shanghai Quartet joined The Tianjin
Juilliard School in fall 2020 as resident
faculty. From 2002 to 2021, they served
as Quartet-in-Residence at the John

J. Cali School of Music at Montclair

State University. The Quartet is also the
Ensemble-in-Residence with the Shanghai
Symphony Orchestra and visiting guest
professors of the Shanghai Conservatory
and Central Conservatory in Beijing. They
are proudly sponsored by Thomastik-Infeld
Strings and BAM Cases.

EIEO+HEE, EEBNERELRAERE
REENERREEZ— 1983 FRILTLE
FRER, EEONERMBENZARNE. S8
RERTDURSCAETHBRRE, EXZNE
REBRIREERIEE T ST RAMBIARE
MPECHEREEAEERIENUANET/REF
8,

EEFK, PRNERNRERDBHEHREK

TIANJIN JUILLIARD PIANO FESTIVAL

MEEFRRE, HREFERRETRT. KEa
ZAEYE R R RE R EERNBRER
FRETE R TR ER S RET RO
ZHNNEHERNTLERTEENS T EANE
=E@. BRIt 25h, EBNERHEEESLH
NERETRT. TEMMEEERT. ARHN
=BAERTE.

FRNEREERSELZAREIERL, 8IF
RRMNBER FHTZRUERNNRENSEE,
REBERDR RN ER NEREPHEFL
EiE. R ERE. L - FREEENTRE,
EEREREE, URBERIRABAS. &
BNERAERHHINEILEZRERNERK
BERTL BRESHERERT. GHREER
FORERLUBTRDE,

KRALCE, EBMERAEEATARFMRE
MBS, FRI—RMNRE ST REHNR
BHERB B NENEREERHMER
BENTFENBAERNZAEER, ZISHMNK
R FEAFNFHRALZN(ER), LBNE
ERHFTEL 30KER, HPEFELENZS
ERNERIB A,

2020 FMZE, EBOEEMAREEFN L Z
PR ERERIM. MIIEEHEXERERE
RINZRZAH YR EFERPREROERK
R19NEX EBONERER EBRMAE
HNERAZAR, ANE LBERERMPRE
REFRNFEZ M, #2478 Thomastik-Infeld
Strings #1 BAM Cases #2811,

27



SUMMER SOUNDS 2025

QingXin Ensemble
BFOERFKHE

Founded in 2021, the QingXin Ensemble
(QXE) is an independent, professional
chamber music ensemble in China
comprised of graduates from both Tianjin
Juilliard and Juilliard, all united by an
unwavering passion for the transformative
power of music.

QingXin Ensemble has organized more

than 100 performances and events across

China and has developed partnerships with

leading organizations such as The Tianjin

Juilliard School and the National Centre for
the Performing Arts.
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the highest caliber performances. Highlights
of the 2023-24 season included featured
performances at the Summer Davos
opening and closing ceremonies, and the
opening concert of the May Festival at the
National Centre for the Performing Arts, as
well as over 50 concerts and community
outreach lectures and performances.

In its 2024-25 season, "Global Tapestry:
Folk Sounds," QXE selected repertoire to
honor international influences in classical
music and celebrate innovative

essions. Opening the seas

their performances. Other season highlights
include collaborations with Tianjin Juilliard
faculty Sihao He in the Saint-Saéns Cello
Concerto, and Chang Chou Han in Britten’s
Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings, as
well as a new commission by Niccolo
Athens titled Songs of Homesickness.
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Kin Szeto
) iERE

Prize winner of the 2022 Orchestra’s Conductor
Competition in Romania, Kin Szeto is a versatile
and promising young conductor praised for

his dynamic conducting. Szeto made his
European debut with the Brasov Philharmonic.
He has worked with the Brasov Philharmonic,
Bohuslav Martinu Philharmonic Orchestra,

Mav Symphony Orchestra, Romanian Youth
Orchestra, Cabrillo Festival Orchestra, Hong
Kong Chinese Orchestra, and Macao Chinese
Orchestra.

In the United States, Szeto actively held
different positions as music director, guest
conductor, assistant conductor, and cover
conductor. He was previously appointed the
Conducting Fellow of the world-renowned
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and the
assistant conductor of the Cincinnati Orchestra
Youth Orchestra and has collaborated with
various ensembles. As an educator, Szeto
assisted in establishing two collegiate
ensembles, including the Cornell Open
Orchestra in 2018, where he was the co-
director of their inaugural season, and the
Hong Kong University Student Union Chinese
Orchestra serving as their artistic director and
principal conductor in 2013.

Szeto has another distinguished career as

an Erhu performer. He was recruited as the
youngest musician of the Hong Kong Chinese
Orchestra in 2011 and held the position until
2016 before pursuing his conducting career.
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Szeto obtained his Doctor of Musical Arts
degree in Orchestral Conducting at the
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory
of Music (CCM) with a full scholarship under
the mentorship of Mark Gibson. Prior to that,
he received a master's degree under the
guidance of Dr. Octavio Mas-Arocas at Ithaca
College, NY. This season, Szeto conducted
Bizet's Carmen with Musica Viva (Hong Kong)
and was recently appointed the assistant
conductor of the Hong Kong Windpipe Chinese
music. Szeto will appear at the Cabrillo Festival
of Contemporary Music as a Conducting Fellow
this summer. He joined the Tianjin Juilliard Pre-
College in fall 2024 as orchestra conductor.
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Asian Youth Orchestra
THNEEEZRHE

The award-winning Hong Kong-based Asian
Youth Orchestra (AYO), honored with Japan's
Praemium Imperiale and the Nikkei Asia Prize,
is recognized by the San Francisco Chronicle
as “amongst the finest youth orchestra round
the world.”

Each year, over 100 talented musicians aged
17-27 are selected through rigorous auditions
across Mainland China, China Hong Kong,
ChinaTaiwan, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, China
Macao, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam. They come together
for a three-week Rehearsal Camp in Tianjin,
followed by a three-week international
concert tour under renowned conductors and
alongside celebrated soloists.

Notable artists who have performed with
AYO include cellists Yo-Yo Ma, Mischa
Maisky, Steven Isserlis, and Alisa Weilerstein;
violinists Sarah Chang, Gidon Kremer, Gil
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Shaham, and Cho-Liang Lin; pianists Alicia
de Larrocha, Cecile Licad, and Leon Fleisher;
and conductors such as Tan Dun, Matthias
Bamert, and co-founders Yehudi Menuhin
and Richard Pontzious.

Since its debut in 1990, AYO has performed
over 400 concerts across Asia, Europe, the
U.S., and Australia, reaching more than a

million live audience members and millions

more via CNN, NHK, CNBC, and other media.

The orchestra made its Lucerne Festival
debut in 2017

AYO musicians receive full scholarships and
train with a distinguished faculty of principal
players from major orchestras including
Atlanta, Chicago, San Francisco, and Vienna
Volksoper, as well as conservatories such as
Harvard and Peabody.
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Acclaimed for “precision” (Washington Post)
and its power to “educate and exhilarate”
(Daily Californian), AYO has toured extensively
in China—more than any orchestra based
outside the mainland—and was the first
international orchestra in 50 years to perform
in Vietnam. Highlights include Tan Dun’s
Symphony 1997 with Yo-Yo Ma for Hong
Kong's reunification, and performances

at iconic venues like the White House,

UN Headquarters, Berlin's Konzerthaus,
Sydney Opera House, and Amsterdam’s
Concertgebouw.
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Joseph Bastian
L9EX - BERER

French-Swiss conductor Joseph Bastian is
widely celebrated for his “total precision, and
calm and masterful manner” and renowned
for the remarkable and tangible sense of
partnership he creates with orchestral
musicians.

Beginning September 2023, Bastian holds
the position of Chief Conductor & Artistic
Director of the Munich Symphony Orchestra
(Minchner Symphoniker), Germany. Since
September 2022, Bastian serves as Principal
Conductor of the Orchestre Dijon Bourgogne,
France, as well as the Principal Conductor of
the Asian Youth Orchestra.

The former Principal Bass Trombonist of

the Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen
Rundfunks (‘BRSQO’) (2004-2017), Bastian
burst into the international spotlight in
February 2016, when he stepped in at the
last moment to conduct the orchestra in
three subscription concerts — replacing an
indisposed Robin Ticciati — with the blessing
of his Chief Conductor and conducting
supporter, Mariss Jansons. Bastian was
awarded the prestigious Eugen-Jochum-Preis
for Conducting in 2019.

Bastian began his musical journey by studying
the cello, trombone, and composition. During
his tenure with BRSO, Bastian was helped
and supported in his conducting studies

by Mariss Jansons, with whom he worked
closely as an Assistant Conductor. He also
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worked as an assistant to Daniel Harding,
Vladimir Jurowski, whilst receiving classes
and support from Bernard Haitink, Jorma
Panula, and David Zinman.

In addition to his work with the Zlrich
Opera Studio, Bastian's operatic experience
includes productions with BRSO, at the

Carl Orff Festival, Bourgas State Opera and
Kammeroper Minchen. He also has a keen
interest in historically informed performance
practice.
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Praised by The Washington Post for his
"staggering technical prowess” and

"depth of expression,” pianist George Li
has established himself as one of the most
compelling artists of his generation. Since
winning Silver at the 2015 International
Tchaikovsky Competition, he has performed
with top orchestras worldwide, including
the Los Angeles, New York, London, San
Francisco, Cleveland, and Tokyo symphonies,
under conductors like Dudamel, Gergiev,
Petrenko, Slatkin, and Tilson Thomas.

In the 2024-25 season, Li performs across
three continents, with debuts at SPAC with
The Philadelphia Orchestra, the Belgian
National and Minnesota orchestras, and
returns to the LA Philharmonic, Cincinnati,
and Pacific symphonies. He also gives
recitals in Montreal, Singapore, Shanghai,
and Guangzhou, and appears at Carnegie Hall
with the Orchestra of St. Luke's.

As a recitalist, Li has performed at Carnegie
Hall, Elbphilharmonie, the Mariinsky Theatre,
Seoul Arts Center, NCPA Beijing, and major
festivals including Verbier, Ravinia, and
Montreux. A passionate chamber musician,
he has collaborated with artists such as
James Ehnes, Sheku Kanneh-Mason, and
the Dover and Brentano Quartets.

An exclusive Warner Classics artist, his
recordings include a live debut album from
the Mariinsky, a disc of Liszt and Tchaikovsky

TIANJIN JUILLIARD PIANO FESTIVAL

with the London Philharmonic, and
Movements (2024), featuring solo works by
Schumann, Ravel, and Stravinsky.

Li made his public debut at age ten and
performed at the White House in 2011. He is
a recipient of the Avery Fisher Career Grant,
the Gilmore Young Artist Award, and first
prize at the Young Concert Artists Auditions.
He holds degrees from Harvard and the New
England Conservatory, and an Artist Diploma
from NEC. Outside music, he enjoys reading,
photography, and sports.

NERBEFRABERARDLERERNAM
BREE, B 2015 FRELARMEERNE
tLeFERRERRIELE, FRXTERES, 5%1
HALIEERINR KA EF,

2024-25 KZF, BRBE=ZRAMNKE, BR5%E
3. BIE AR, LRI ERRMEE, I
TRAEBERTESEFRAAFFRL. EE
EHE. mARARXEZIMITES, BESIK
EAREASFAREIFENSFihEH.

BRRBS5AN. £F B BB TR
BRREMERTAEE, HERMNERERSE
HE, SEMIMERAERON. ERET IR
HIR= R IE R RRES KT RSB LERT.
ERERKEPRR. FR. ERRERS M, HER
=HETE FRUEE. AL T FERET KT,

ERENETRBRENZARK, EA=KETEXR

7. BREU TIERBREZRMRAR =T/ RFER, 8
RXBEEERE T REFTFEARLERR.

35



SUMMER SOUNDS 2025 TIANJIN JUILLIARD PIANO FESTIVAL
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Adam Jackson Zihan Jin Andrew Li Luwangzi Li Zhipu Cao Mingsi Chen Yuyi Chen Haoxuan Deng
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Age | i : 12 Age |t : 14 Age | % : 11
Tianyou Li Zhexiang Li Yinuo Lu Rodion Shakirov
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Tianjin Conservatory of Central Conservatory of Tianjin Juilliard Academy of Performing
Music Music Pre-College Artsin Moscow
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Zongyuan Jia Brian Boen Jiang Olivia Lin Liangziyou Lu
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Age | F# : 15 Age | ¢ : 11 Age | ¢ : 11 Age | % : 12

Toby Kai Rong Jan Widlarz Yifan Wu Lingfei Xie
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Yong Siew Toh Academy of Musicin Shanghai Conservatory Yong Siew Toh L . . .
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Symphony Shi Felix Suo
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The Tianjin Juilliard School

The Tianjin Juilliard School brings Juilliard’s
artistic and educational mission to a wider
global audience. Located in Tianjin's Binhai
New Area, The Tianjin Juilliard School is a
350,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art campus and
center for performance, practice, research,
and interactive exhibitions, with communal
spaces that are designed to welcome

the public into the creative process and
performance of music. Juilliard's branch
campus in Tianjin is the first performing
arts institution in China to confer a U.S.-
accredited Master of Music (MM) degree.
The graduate program offers three majors:
instrumental and orchestral studies,
instrumental and chamber music studies,
and collaborative piano. Tianjin Juilliard
also comprises a Saturday Pre-College
program for advanced students ages 8-18;
public education programs including the
Music Development Program for young
music learners ages 3-18 on Sundays, and
seasonal camps; continuing education
programs for professional music teachers

and performers; and public performances
throughout the year. education programs
for music learners of all ages; and public

performances.

The school’s three state-of-the-art
performance venues host as many as 150
annual public performances and it is also
home to more than 100 Steinway pianos.

® Concert Hall: our main venue for large
orchestral and ensemble performances,
special events, and recitals with 687
seats

® Recital Hall: an intimate environment for
student and faculty recitals, chamber
music concerts, and master classes with
295 seats

® Tanoto Theater: a black box, multipurpose
space for music and multidisciplinary
programs with 225 seats
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Tianjin Concert Hall

Tianjin Concert Hall, originally built in 1922
as the Ping’an Cinema, is recognized as
China’s first dedicated concert hall. Covering
4,860 square meters, it includes a main hall
with 650 seats, a foyer, stage, backstage,
and a black box theater.

Since its reopening in 2009, the hall
has hosted Qearlu 7,000 performances,
welcoming renowned artists such as

I|ITang Mubhai, Yu Long, and Lang Lang,

along with prestigious ensembles like the
China Philharmonic and the Leipzig Radio
Symphony Orchestra.

Today, Tianjin Concert Hall offers a dynamic
ecosystem of arts and education. Its
immersive arts-learning programs integrate
diverse artistic forms with interactive
experiences for audiences of all ages.

A state-of-the-art audio-visual studio further
expands the hall's creative capacity, offering
i ubbing to immersive sound
a cultural landmark, Tianjin
ontirﬂj fs to foster vibrant

ge and innovation.
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TheTianjin Juilliard School
Education Development
Foundation

Established on October 29, 2020, in Tianjin,
China, the Tianjin Juilliard School Education
Development Foundation has been
recognized as a charity organization.

The Tianjin Juilliard School Education
Development Foundation works with
corporations, charitable foundations, and
distinguished individuals to support the
long-term development of the School, by
attracting world-class faculty, providing
students and the public with performance
opportunities, and offering financial aid

to deserving students. \We are seeking
business leaders and accomplished
individuals to become cornerstone
supporters of Tianjin Juilliard, one of China's
newest cultural institutions.
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