TIANJIN JUILLIARD PIANO FESTIVAL 2023 K24 TNEZ A

TEACHING ARTIST #ZZ AR

Sofya Gulyak
FRIEW - HFL 5=

In 2009, Sofya Gulyak was awarded first prize
and Princess Mary Gold Medal at the 16th
Leeds International Piano Competition, the
first woman to achieve this distinction. Since
then she has appeared internationally to great
critical and public acclaim. Other prestigious
prizes she has won include first prizes at the
Kapell, Maj Lind, Tivoli, Isangyun, San Marino
International Piano Competition; second prize
(first not awarded) at Busoni; and third prize at
Marguerite Long Competition.

Gulyak has performed in such venues as

La Scala Theatre in Milan, Herculessaal in
Munich, Salle Cortot, Salle Gaveau and Salle
Pleyel in Paris, Wigmore Hall in London,
Moscow Conservatory, Konzerthaus in Berlin,
Gewandhaus in Leipzig, Kennedy Center in
Washington, Hong Kong City Hall, Shanghai
Grand Theatre, Tokyo Opera City Hall, etc. She
has played with such orchestras as London
Philharmonic, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic,
Halle, BBC Scottish, Finnish Radio Symphony,
Helsinki Philharmonic, St. Petersburg
Philharmonic, Budapest Philharmonic,
Orchestre National de France, Shanghai
Philharmonic, etc. Conductors with whom she
has collaborated include Mark Elder, Vliadimir
Ashkenazy, Sakari Oramo, Donald Runnicles,
Vasily Petrenko, Eivind Gullberg Jensen,
Theodor Guschlbauer, Lahav Shani, Karl-Heinz
Steffens, Alan Burybaev, and others.

Her 2013 recording of Russian piano music

on Champs Hill Rec. received a 5-star review
in Diapason magazine and glowing reviews

in Gramophone and The Guardian, while her
2015 all-Brahms CD (on Piano Classics) led the
American Record Guide to draw comparisons
with the young Argerich and Fanfare magazine
to hail her as ‘a natural Brahmsian, whatever
his moods'. Her latest CD (on Champs Hill
Rec.) of piano chaconnes was welcomed by
The Arts Desk as ‘a fascinating collection,
superbly realised and beautifully recorded".
Born in Kazan, Russia, she studied at Kazan
Conservatoire under Elfiya Burnasheva, before
continuing her studies with Boris Petrushansky
at Imola Piano Academy in Italy and with
Vanessa Latarche at the RCM in London. She
is a piano professor at the Royal College of
Music in London.
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Yoheved Kaplinsky
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The Juilliard School, USA
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Yoheved Kaplinsky is currently the chair of the
piano department of the Juilliard School, as
well as the Artistic Advisor of its Pre-College
Division.

One of the most sought-after pedagogues in
the music world today, she is active as a guest
lecturer and a performer in various festivals
and universities. Formerly a member of the
Peabody Conservatory and the Manhattan
School, she also serves as guest faculty at
Texas Christian University, is a member of

the Aspen Music Festival and School faculty,
and an honorary professor at the Shanghai
Conservatory and the China Conservatory.

A prize winner in the J.S. Bach competition

in Washington DC, she has performed

with orchestras, in recitals and in chamber
music. She is also a frequent guest teacher
of festivals including Orford in Canada,
PianoTexas in Texas, Philomusica in Oxford
University, the Mozarteum in Salzburg among
others.

Kaplinsky is also a frequent adjudicator

in competitions, including the Cliburn,
Rubinstein, Cleveland, Dublin, Tchaikovsky,
and Montreal among others. She is a two-

time recipient of the Presidential Scholars
Teacher Recognition Award.
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Gabriel Kwok
I

Gabriel Kwok is professor at the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts and has been
head of keyboard studies since 1989. He
studied at the Royal Academy of Music with
Guy Jonson and later with Louis Kentner in
London. A fellow of the Royal Academy of
Music in London, he is visiting professor at
the Shenzhen Arts School, Xi‘an Conservatory
of Music, Xinghai Conservatory of Music,
Wuhan Conservatory of Music, and China
Conservatory of Music. He has given many
master classes internationally including at
the Royal Academy of Music, Hannover
Hochschule fiir Musik und Theater, Eastman
School of Music, Oberlin Conservatory of
Music, Peabody Institute, and Yale School of
Music. He has served on the faculty of the
Cliburn Piano Institute/Piano Texas (USA),
International Institute for Young

Gabriel Kwok is professor at the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts and has been
head of keyboard studies since 1989. He
studied at the Royal Academy of Music with
Guy Jonson and later with Louis Kentner in
London. A fellow of the Royal Academy of
Music in London, he is visiting professor at
the Shenzhen Arts School, Xian Conservatory
of Music, Xinghai Conservatory of Music,
Wuhan Conservatory of Music, and China
Conservatory of Music. He has given many
master classes internationally including at
the Royal Academy of Music, Hannover

Hochschule fur Musik und Theater, Eastman
School of Music, Oberlin Conservatory of
Music, Peabody Institute, and Yale School of
Music. He has served on the faculty of the
Cliburn Piano Institute/Piano Texas (USA),
International Institute for Young Musicians
(USA), Colburn Academy Festival (USA), Art
of the Piano (USA), Chetham'’s International
Piano Summer School (UK), Music Fest
Perugia (Italy), Coimbra World Piano Meeting
(Portugal), Beijing International Music Festival
and Academy (China), Beijing International
Piano Festival (China), Guangzhou Piano
Masterclasses (China), Shanghai International
Piano Festival (China), Singapore International
Piano Institute, Asia International Piano
Academy and Festival (Korea), Kyungsung
International Piano Academy (Korea), Tel-Hai
International Piano Master Classes (Israel),
and PianoSolo - Internacional Masterclass
(Argentina).

Kwok has been a jury member of many
international competitions including the

Rome, Vianna da Motta, Gina Bachauer,

Hong Kong, China, Hilton Head, Minnesota
Piano-e, Darmstadt Chopin, Rio de Janerio
BNDES, James Mottram, China Shenzhen
Piano Concerto, Geneva, Bayreuth-Weimar
Liszt, Schubert, and Aarhus International Piano
Competition.

Kwok is a Steinway Artist and Steinway
Honorary Professor. He was the music director
of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts / Radio Television Hong Kong ‘Beethoven
32 Piano Sonatas’ project. In 2014, he was
awarded Medal of Honour from the Hong
Kong government for his contribution to piano
education in Hong Kong.
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Jinsang Lee
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Since his triumphant success at the Concours
Géza Anda in Zurich in 2009, Jinsang Lee

has established himself as one of the most
promising pianists of his generation. At that
time, he not only won the first prize, but also
became the first participant in the history of
the competition winning all the special prizes:
the Audience Prize, the Mozart Prize, and the
Schumann Prize.

Lee's artistic talent had already been honored

in several prior prestigious piano competitions:

first prizes at the Hong Kong International
Piano Competition (2008, chaired by Vladimir
Ashkenazy) and at the International Pianoforte
Competition Cologne, Germany (2005)
following several top prizes in Korea and
Japan.

Lee's collaboration includes concerts with
Vladimir Ashkenazy, David Effron, Eivind
Gullberg-Jensen, Peter Gllke, Mikhail
Jurowski, Roman Kofman, Jonathan Nott, Ola
Rudner, Muhai Tang, Umeda Toshiaki, Mario
Venzago, Christopher Warren-Green, and
Nikolaj Znaider.

His orchestral collaboration includes
Bamberg Symphony Orchestra, Berner
Symphonieorchester, Konzerthausorchester
Berlin, Neue Philharmonie Westfalen,
NUlrnberger Symphonieorchester, Orchestra
della Svizzera Italiana, Sendai Philharmonic

Orchestra, Shanghai Philharmonic

Orchestra, Tonhalle Orchestra Zurich, Wiener
Kammerorchester, WDR Radio Orchestra
Cologne, Wiirttembergische Philharmonie
Reutlingen, and Zurich Chamber Orchestra.
Lee has performed at music festivals including
Busoni Festival, Lucerne Festival, Menton
Festival, Gstaad Menuhin Festival, Montreux
Festival, Murten Classics, Ruhr Piano Festival,
and Seoul Art Center Orchestra Festival.

In search of the perfect sound, Lee took a bit
of unusual path by spending time at Steinway
Austria under the direction of Stefan Knupfer
(piano technique master and protagonist of
the documentary "Pianomania"). He continued
to educate himself the craft of piano making at
Steinway Hamburg.

A passionate chamber musician, he is a
member of the Beethoven Trio Bonn. Also
a highly regarded writer, he regularly writes
articles for magazines and newspapers in
Korea. Lee is currently a faculty member at
the Korea National University of Arts.
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Yong Hi Moon
X IiE

The Peabody Institute of Johns
Hopkins University, USA
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Accomplished pianist and teacher Yong Hi
Moon made her solo debut with the Seoul
Philharmonic at age 10 as winner of the
National Korean Broadcasting Competition.
Moon has won top prizes in the Elena-Rombro
Stepanow Competition in Vienna, the Viotti
International Competition in Vercelli, Italy,
the Vienna da Motta Competition in Lisbon,
Portugal, and received the Chopin Prize from
the Geneva International Competition in
Switzerland.

Moon performs extensively throughout Asia,
Europe and the US as recitalist and soloist,
having appeared with the Korean National
Symphony and the Osaka, Seoul, and Tokyo
Philharmonics. She collaborates regularly with
her husband, pianist/conductor Dai Uk Lee, in
duo piano concerts and has performed under
his baton with the Busan, Bucheon and Ulsan
Philarmonics, Korean Symphony Orchestra,
Korea Chamber Orchestra, Peabody Alumni
Orchestra of Korea and the Michigan State
University Symphony Orchestra. In 2009
they performed Olivier Messiaen’s Visions de
IAmen in both the US and Korea.

Moon was a professor of piano at Michigan
State University School of Music for fifteen
years, and since 2002 she has been a member
of the piano department at Peabody Institute.

Moon studied at the Vienna Academy and
continued her studies in London before
pursuing an Artist Diploma at Indiana
University in Bloomington. Her major teachers
included Dieter Weber, Maria Curcio, Gyorgy
Sebok, Leon Fleisher, Wilhelm Kempff and Fou
T'song.
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Katarzyna Popowa-Zydron
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Katarzyna Popowa-Zydron is an internationally
acclaimed Polish pianist. She was among the
finalists and prize-winners of some prestigious
national and international competitions,
namely the 9th Chopin Competition in
Warsaw, ARD Munich 1977

Popowa-Zydron is professor at the Feliks
Nowowiejski Academy of Music in Bydgoszcz,
where for a number of years she was also
head of the piano department. She frequently
gives master classes, conducts seminars for
piano teachers at home and abroad. She has
frequently been on juries, judging national and
international competitions. She is a member
of the Chopin Institute's Programme Board,
president of the I. J. Paderewski Music
Society in Bydgoszcz, and the organizer of the
Paderewski International Piano Competition.

She is a regular performer in Poland and
abroad. Her repertoire includes compositions
from the Baroque to the present day, with
particular emphasis on the works of Mozart,
Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, Chopin,
Debussy, Bartok, and others. She is known
for premiering Polish modern music. She
has also performed as a chamber musician
with renowned soloists and ensambles. Her
concerts and recordings for Accord Musidisc,
CD Accord, Art Records and Fryderyk Chopin
Institute have been enthusiastically received
by critics and audiences. Her students have

won awards in numerous competitions,

and are busy performing. Some of them

are successful teachers. Among her former
pupils are Krzysztof Herdzin, Rafal Blechacz,
Jakub Kuszlik, Szymon Nehring, Pawel
Wakarecy, Katarzyna Borek, Radoslaw Kurek,
Michio Nishihara Toro, Michal Szymanowski
and others. For her artistic and pedagogical
achievements, Popowa-Zydron has received a
number of awards, including those of national
significance.
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Dan Shao
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Dan Shao started piano lessons at the age of 3,
studied under Professor Sheng Jian-yi at the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music at 6 years old
and was the youngest piano soloist in the 3rd
Spring of the Shanghai Festival. She continued
her studies at the Central Conservatory of
Music in Beijing under professor Guo Zhi-hong,
Li Qi-fang and Zhu Gong-yi. She graduated in
1982 with a Bachelor's degree, and became a
teacher at the Central Conservatory.

In 1985, Shao was a professor and the head
of the piano department of the affiliated high
school to the Shanghai Conservatory. Since
then, many of her students have won piano
competitions both in China and internationally.
In 1992, she was invited by the Goethe
Foundation as a Paul Badura-Skoda scholar to
visit and perform in Vienna, and to study under
the world-renowned pianist.

Shao has given recitals and concerts in
Austria, Switzerland, as well as various cities
throughout China. She performed on CCTV
and Shanghai TV, published papers on piano
performance artistry, and made CD recordings.
Currently, she is a professor of Central
Conservatory of Music, and a visiting
Professor of Xi'an Conservatory of Music,and
is joining the Tianjin Juilliard Pre-College piano
faculty in 2023-2024 academic year.
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Wojciech Switata
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Wojciech Switala is a pianist and teacher
laureat of international piano competitions in
Paris (Marguerite Long and Jacques Thibaud
Piano Competition) and Montreal. He was the
best Polish contestant of the 12th International
Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw
in 1990, where he was granted the prize for
the best performance of Polonaise and a
number of non-statutory prizes.

Soloist and chamber musician, he has
performed in various venues across Europe,
North and South America. He has made
about a dozen of recordings for such labels as
Bearton, Chandos, DUX, Sony Music Poland
and Chandos, featuring works of Bacewicz,
Brahms, Chopin, Debussy, Liszt, Schumann,
Szymanowski and Zargbski. In 2000 and 2005,
his albums were awarded the Grand Prix du
Disque Frédéric Chopin. In 2002, 2009 and
2019, he was honored with the Fryderyk
Award.

He is professor in the piano department

at the K. Szymanowski Academy of Music
in Katowice. From 2008 to 2012, he was
additionally vice-rector for the science and
didactics, and from 2012 to 2016 he was

the head of the piano department at the
Academy. Currently, he is also a professor at
the Fryderyk Chopin University of Music in
Warsaw.

Switata has been juror of many international

piano competitions, including the M. Long
and J. Thibaud Competition in Paris (2009),

F. Chopin Competition in Warsaw (2015

and 2021), V. Horowitz Competition in Kiev
(2016 and 2019), A. Rubinstein Competition

in Beijing (2016), and I. J. Paderewski
Competition in Bydgoszcz (2010 and 2013).
He regularly conducts piano courses in Poland
and abroad. In 2014, he was appointed to

the program council of the National Frederic
Chopin Institute. From December 2021, he is
a member of the board of the Frederic Chopin
Society in Warsaw.
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Albert Tiu
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Born in Cebu, Philippines, Albert Tiu has been
called “an artist of uncommon abilities” by
American Record Guide. His Centaur recording
Grand Russian pairing Tchaikovsky's Grand
Sonata and Rachmaninoff's First Sonata was
cited in ARG: “Even with some legendary
competition in this repertoire, Tiu stands

tall with his interpretations and technical
accomplishment.” His previous disc The
Classical Elements featuring twenty pieces
grouped under Earth, Air, Water and Fire,
was rated five stars in International Piano and
praised by Fanfare as a “fascinating recital
containing some stunning playing.”

Recently promoted to head of piano studies
at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music
in the National University of Singapore, Tiu

is a prizewinner of competitions in Calgary
(Honens), Santander (Paloma O’Shea), and
Helsinki (Maj Lind). He won the first prize

and two concerto prizes in the 1996 UNISA
International Piano Competition in Pretoria,
South Africa.A graduate of The Juilliard School
where he studied with Jerome Lowenthal,

he has performed with the St. Petersburg
Philharmonic, Hamburg Symphony, Finnish
Radio Symphony, Northern Sinfonia, Gstaad
Festival Orchestra, Calgary Philharmonic,
Winnipeg Symphony, and Philippine
Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2005, Tiu premiered
the Samuel Barber’s Piano Concerto with the
Singapore Symphony Orchestra.

Other recent recording projects include
collaborations with violist Zhang Manchin in
the Brahms Viola Sonatas, and with tenor
Alan Bennett in Schubert’s Winterreise, both
on Centaur; with violinist Kam Ning in Road
Movies, a Meridian disc featuring American
composers; and with cellist Qin Li-Wei, in two
discs on Decca of Beethoven and Rachmaninov.
His “Tiudents"” have distinguished themselves
in competitions and festivals around the
world, and have pursued further studies

in North America and Europe. Aside from
teaching, he has adjudicated at international
piano competitions in France, Denmark, New
Zealand, Taiwan, Thailand and Indonesia.
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Arie Vardi
fa] EB - Fu 8

Arie Vardi launched his concert career at

the age of 15 as the winner of the Chopin
Competition in Israel and the George Enescu
International Competition in Bucharest. He
has appeared with the Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra under the baton of Zubin

Mehta, and has collaborated with other
conductors such as Semion Bychkov, Sergio
Commissiona, Gustavo Dudamel, Lukas Foss,
Kurt Masur, Jerzy Maksymiuk, Paul Paray,
David Robertson, Paul Sacher and David
Zinman, among others. His concert tours have
taken him to Europe, the United States, Latin
America, the Far East and Australia. In 1992,
his first Russian tour included performances
in Moscow, St. Petersburg and several other
cities.

Vardi performs regularly as soloist-conductor,
playing the complete set of concerti by Bach
and Mozart, part of which he has played on the
Hammerflligel. He directed, conducted and
played a series of five concerts with the Israel
Chamber Orchestra. The series, entitled "The
Piano Concerto", featured twelve concertos
ranging from Bach to the 21st century. In the
2004-05 season he launched a new weekend
series with the Israel Philharmonic, "Morning
Intermezzo", where he serves as conductor
and presenter.

He has been a jury member in many major
international competitions, namely the

Beethoven (Bonn), Beethoven (Vienna), Busoni
(Bolzano), China, Chopin (Warsaw), Cleveland
(Ohio), Cliburn (Texas), Gina Bachauer (Salt
Lake City), Hamamatsu (Japan), Leeds
(England), Dino Ciani (Milan), ARD (Munich),
Paloma O'Shea in Santander (Spain), Scottish
(Glasgow), Shenzhen (China), Shanghai,
Sydney, Tchaikovsky (Moscow), Tokyo,
Minneapolis and others. Vardi is currently the
artistic advisor and chairman of the jury of
the Arthur Rubinstein International Master
Competition.

Vardi has held master classes and presented
lecture recitals at many of the world's top
conservatories. His recordings of Mozart
concertos have included the Concerto for
Three Pianos with Yefim Bronfman and

Radu Lupu. Vardi teaches at the Hochschule
fir Musik Hannover, Germany, and at the
Buchmann-Mehta School of Music in Tel Aviv.
In 2004, the Minister of Education Award
was bestowed upon him for his lifetime
achievement. In 2017 Vardi was awarded the
Israel Prize.
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Xiaohan Wang
IXE

The Tianjin Juilliard School, China
RFBFRFNLFFE, PE

Prizewinner of the ARD International

Music Competition (Munich), Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition (Texas), and
the Beethoven International Piano Competition
(Bonn), pianist Xiaohan Wang has performed
all over Asia, Europe, and North America. He
has appeared with many of the world's leading
festivals, concert halls, and orchestras. Wang
has collaborated with the Bavarian Radio
Symphony Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra, and musicians including violinist
Hilary Hahn, Ning Feng, Misha Maisky,

Liwei Qin, the Jerusalem Quartet, the Takacs
Quartet, the Tokyo Quartet, and the Juilliard
Quartet. In addition, Wang is also a composer
and conductor, having conducted the

Israel Symphony Orchestra and others. His
composition The Inspiration of Painting was
selected as the compulsory piece for the 2007
Beethoven International Piano Competition in
Bonn.

A Steinway Artist and honorary professor,
Wang has been dedicated to training
outstanding young musicians, and many of
his students have been prizewinners in music
competitions both at home and abroad. He
has given master classes and lectures at The
Juilliard School, New England Conservatory,
Hannover Hochschule fir Musik und Theater,

and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He
served on the juries of many international
competitions, including Sydney, Isangyun,
and Tchaikovsky Competition for Young
Musicians. He is also the artistic director of
Arthur Rubinstein International Youth Piano
Competition, Singapore International Piano
Competition, and Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival.
Wang is the head of the piano department

at The Tianjin Juilliard School's Pre-College
Division and tutor of graduate students at the
School, and he is a Distinguished Professor of
Piano at the Tianjin Conservatory of Music.

Wang began his musical education at the
Middle School of the Central Conservatory,
where he studied with Jin Aiping, Li Qifang,
and Zhou Guangren. He studied with Arie Vardi
and Matti Raekallio in Hannover where he
received his PhD from Hannover Hochschule
fir Musik und Theater, with a perfect score

in academic performance, the first in the
university's history.

ERRER ARD, B Fe AN K BN 2 25 FE bR
WELEBERKE, TREMNERN™ERIZNS
AMESHERZER, EEHE R, B EM, EF
SHAMRERTNERTHRAE, FS5ERML
[TERIAE, MEIER, RETERNFEANZU
BERGE, TXBLGRFBMRNIEER, e
MENERINREF RS REEL, fFm (EE)
kN 2007 FRBNZ S EPRNELLFMEHE

ERBIERZARREERERR, TREBERNTIER
BEERR, INZSUZEEERIIFSZPECIE
G BT RA WL, REZFRERFHIT
RAIMIL, BETENBARFERSITH, FHE
TE-E8RMESPERFHERNZ AR, B,
FREBERZRFATZHRAZAREBNZREE
MMRESIN, FRKZERFHRENFINEN
R, IXREBAPRERZRMPITIAERES, 5
IMMEET. FES. B M-F200. FEMEERE
BERFRORE, MR- FE55% EFFE,
2010 FRNUZRME—H D ESERN, SR,



TIANJIN JUILLIARD PIANO FESTIVAL 2023 K24 TNEZ A

TEACHING ARTIST #ZZ AR

Yunlin Yang
R

Yunlin Yang, professor of piano at the Music
Middle School Affiliated to the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music, graduated from

the said Music Middle School. In 1986,

she served as director of the Teaching and
Research Section of the piano department
at the Conservatory after receiving a
master's degree in piano from the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music, while also giving
frequent performances of piano concertos and
as a member of chamber music ensembles.
In 1993, she received a second master's
degree in piano from the University of British
Columbia, Canada, and gave an interview
and a piano solo recital at the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation (CBC). In 2004,
Yang returned upon invitation to the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music to serve as professor
of piano as well as executive vice chair of
the piano department. She gave lectures
and performances in China and abroad and
organized a variety of piano performance
activities, including competitions of piano
works by Chinese composers, piano
competitions at the Music Middle School
Affiliated to the Shanghai Conservatory of
Music, setting up the Nationwide Training
Course for Piano Teachers at the Music Middle
School, and serving as jury at multiple piano
competitions in China. Many of her taught

or advised students have won prizes at
major piano competitions in China as well as
internationally.

In 2010 and 2012, Yang received the Award

for Teaching Excellence in Music and Arts
from the Municipal Government of Shanghai.
She also obtained second prize from the He
Luting Foundation twice in 2012, the Director’s
Award of the Music Middle School Affiliated to
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and the
Award from the He Luting Foundation in 2015,
as well as the Distinguished Service Award
from the Music Middle School Affiliated to the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 2016, the
Second Project Prize from the Music Middle
School Affiliated to the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music in 2017, and the Award from the He
Luting Foundation and the Niu Ende Teaching
Excellence Award from the Music Middle
School in 2021.
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Chen Lin
BRI

Chen Lin is a conductor, professor, and
currently the chair of the Conducting
Department at the Central Conservatory

of Music in China. She entered the Central
Conservatory of Music where she studied
conducting under Yu Feng in 1996. In 2004,
Chen Lin was appointed professor at the
Central Conservatory of Music, after obtaining
her master’s degree in conducting. In 2005,
she was appointed assistant professor of
conducting at the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music (CCM), and
Music Director of CCM Concert Orchestra.

Chen Lin was a finalist in the Besancon
International Conductors’ Competition in
1999, 2001, and 2003. In 2007, she won the
second prize of the 8th Grzegorz Fitelberg
International Competition for Conductors.
She made her debut at the Tanglewood Music
Festival in the United States in 2000, at the
recommendation of Seiji Ozawa.

Since 2003, Chen Lin has been participating
in Seiji Ozawa Ongaku-juku as an associate
conductor for opera performances and toured
with the academy in China in 2005. In 2006,
she appeared in the Saito Kinen Festival in
Japan conducting Il barbiere di Siviglia and a
few other concerts. In 2011, she stepped in
for Seiji Ozawa for a concert at the National
Performing Arts Center in Beijing.

Chen Lin conducted the China National Opera
House premiere of Die Fledermaus in 2011
and made her debut with the Saito Kinen
Orchestra debut of hers in 2013. In 2015, Chen
Lin was invited by China National Opera House
again to conduct Puccini's Tosca in Beijing.
From 2014 to 2016, she also conducted the
Taiwan Creation Opera Institute performances
of Puccini’'s La Bohéme and Mozart's Cosi Fan
Tutte.

Chen Lin has conducted the Saito Kinen
Orchestra, Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra,
Orchestre de Picardie, Tanglewood Festival
Orchestra, Cincinnati College-Conservatory
of Music Philharmonic Orchestra, Seiji Ozawa
Ongaku-juku Orchestra, Century Orchestra
Osaka, China NCPA Orchestra, China National
Opera House, Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra,
Beijing Symphony Orchestra, Hangzhou
Philharmonic Orchestra and Shanghai
Philharmonic Orchestra. She was a guest
conductor at Juilliard's 34th annual Focus
Festival in 2018.
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Chen Sa
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Sa Chen has established herself as one of
the most promising pianists in China and
was described as “the most charismatic
pianist of her generation” by Classic FM.
She started winning major prizes at Leeds,
Chopin Warsaw, and Van Cliburn in her early
teens before entering into an international
performing career with her inspiring and
evocative playing. In 2010, the Polish
government honored her with the Chopin
Art Passport for her profound interpretation
of Chopin’s music. She was also invited to
join the jury of the XVIIl and XIX International
Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition in \Warsaw.

Sa has performed with prestigious

orchestras including the Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, London
Philharmonic, WDR Symphony Orchestra,
Orchestra dell' Accademia Nazionale di Santa
Cecilia, NHK Symphony Orchestra, among
others. Her enthusiasm for chamber music
has also brought her to appear in historical
music festivals such as Lockenhaus Festival,
Salzburg Festival, Ruhr Piano Festival, among
many others.Highlights of Sa's recent concert
seasons include performing Chopin’s concerti
with the Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra on a
China tour, touring as soloist/conductor with
the Hungarian Chamber Orchestra in Germany,
a Schubert lieder concert tour with German
baritone Matthias Goerne, recitals at Mariinsky
Theatre in St. Petersburg and Champs Elysees
Theatre in Paris, and concerto performances

with maestros Jaap Van Zweden and Charles
Dutoit. In 2020, Sa Chen attended the world's
first offline forum of the UNESCO "ResiliArt".
She has eleven albums released worldwide,
including her solo alboum of Chopin's 21
nocturnes released in 2021 under the Decca
label. In 2024, her latest album with recording
producer Rainer Maillard and Emil Berliner
Studios in Berlin featured major golden works
of piano literature, including Liszt Sonata

in b minor and Schumann Kreisleriana and
was independently released by her office
ATELIERSA, and is also available at Apple
Music Global and Spotify.
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Jiajing Lai recently won the 2nd prize

and OFUNAM prize in the 1st OFUNAM
International Conducting Competition

and returned to China National Centre

for Performing Arts, premiered an NCPA
production Chamber Opera A Story About
Growing Up, which was a notable highlight.

Born in Hunan, China, Lai received her first
piano lesson when she was five years old.

In 2003, at the age of 12, she was admitted
to, and studied piano at the Middle School
Affiliated to the Xinghai Conservatory of
Music in Guangzhou. She was a harpsichord
player in the chamber orchestra at the school
from 2005 to 2008. In 2009, she entered
the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing
where she studied conducting under Chen
Lin. Jiajing Lai obtained her Master’s Degree
in Orchestral Conducting at the University of
Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music in
2018.

In 2012, Lai began to serve as an assistant
conductor at China National Opera House. In
December, the premiere of her Puccini's La
Boheme was an instant success. The same
year, as the youngest contestant, she was

a semi-finalist at the 1st Li Delun National
Conducting Competition.

In March 2013, she had the honor to be
selected by Maestro Bernard Haitink to

participate in the Master Class at Lucerne
Festival in Switzerland. During 2014-2015,
appointed the conductor of China Chamber
Opera Composing Competition, Jiajing Lai was
also an assistant conductor and opera coach
during the World Premiere of Opera NORA

in Tianjin Grand Theater, China. Following
completion of her position as conductor from
2015 until 2016 — highlights include La Traviata
with the China National Opera House in
Beijing, and Cosi Fan Tutte with the Creation
Opera Institue in Taiwan. In 2017 She was
invited to participate in Gstaad Conducting
Academy, under the training by Maestro Jaap
van Zweden, and made her debut with Gstaad
Music Festival Orchestra.

Lai's talent in music has earned her much
attention in recent years from, and was
recognized by, a few leading conductors
including Lorin Maazel, Bernard Haitink and
Michael Tilson Thomas, who also kindly offered
their help in perfecting Jiajing's skills.

Currently, Lai is a DMA student in Orchestral
Conducting of Central Conservatory of Music
and serving as assistant conductor of China
National Center for the Performing Arts
Orchestra.
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Andrew Tyson
TRE TH

The Tianjin Juilliard School, China
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Hailed by BBC Radio 3 as “a real poet of

the piano,” American pianist Andrew Tyson
brings a distinctive and imaginative approach
to everything he plays. In summer 2015,

he was awarded First Prize at the Géza

Anda Competition in Zurich, as well as the
Mozart and Audience Prizes. These victories
have resulted in numerous performances
throughout Europe under the auspices of the
Géza Anda Foundation.

Tyson is also a laureate of the Leeds
International Piano Competition where he
won the Terence Judd-Hallé Orchestra Prize,
awarded by the orchestra and conductor Sir
Mark Elder, with whom he enjoys an ongoing
relationship. With concerto performances
taking him across North America, Europe
and further afield, Tyson has performed with
orchestras ranging from the North Carolina
Symphony, the Colorado Symphony, the
Kansas City Symphony and the Orchestra

of St. Luke's at Alice Tully Hall, to the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Osaka
Symphony, SWR Symphony Orchestra
Stuttgart, Musikkollegium Winterthur and the
Flanders Symphony Orchestra.

Recital appearances include major cities

across the US and Europe at venues such as
Brussels' Palais des Beaux-Arts, New York's
Carnegie Hall, the Zurich Tonhalle, and St.
Petersburg's Mariinsky Theater. No stranger
to the festival scene, Tyson has performed

at the Caramoor Center for Music and the
Arts, Lincoln Center's Mostly Mozart Festival,
the Lucerne Piano Festival, the Pacific Music
Festival in Japan, and the Musica Viva Festival
in Sydney, with a mixture of solo and chamber
performances. Tyson studied with Claude
Frank at The Curtis Institute of Music, and with
Robert McDonald at The Juilliard School.

Andrew Tyson is a Yamaha Artist.
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Jieni Wan
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As a young Chinese pianist, JieniWan has
performed as a soloist with renowned orchestras
worldwide including Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra, Konzerthausorchester Berlin and
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, and with
prestigious conductors such as Zubin Mehta,
Christoph Eschenbach, Lawrence Foster and
Jaap van Zweden. In 2021, Jieni was honored

to join the Gen.T List: Asia’s most promising
young leaders. In 2022, she was awarded
“International Outstanding Pianist” and “Most
Influential Chinese-Western Cultural Exchange
Ambassador” by the “Global Diplomats’ Chinese
Cultural Night”

Jieni was born in Shanghai, China and grew up in
Germany. At the age of eleven, she was admitted
to the Conservatory of Music in Shanghai and
began her professional training in piano under
the guidance of the famous Chinese Professor
Li Minduo. Two years later, she continued her
studies at the Central Conservatory of Music

in Beijing with the Professor Dan Shao. In June
2010, Jieni passed the entrance examination

at the University of Music and Performing Arts
in Munich with excellent marks and continued
her piano studies under Professor Gitti Pirner
and Professor Antti Siirala, before joining
Professor Wolf-gang Wagenhauser's class in
Oct. 2017 for Konzertexamen at the Staatliche
Musikhochschule Trossingen. She began her
Master of Musical Arts at Yale School of Music
in 2018, under the tutelage of Professor Robert

Blocker and graduated in May 2020.

Jieni has performed extensively in Austria,
Germany, ltaly, Israel, the Great Britain, New
Zealand, Australia, Japan and mainland China.
She regularly performs in the world’s most
important venues including Munich Herkulessaal,
Berlin Konzerthaus, London Barbican Centre

in Europe, and Shanghai Symphony Orchestra
Concert Hall, Shanghai Concert Hall, Beijing
Concert Hall, National Centre for the Performing
Arts, Beijing, Shenzhen Concert Hall and many
others in mainland China. Jieni has appeared
with major orchestras under the direction of
such eminent conductors as Maestro Christoph
Eschenbach, Zubin Mehta, Lawrence Foster,Jaap
van Zweden, Xu Zhong. LongYu, LU Jia.

Apart from an extensive repertoire of Western
classics, Jieni has also endeavored to promote
Chinese piano music both for piano solo and
for piano and the orchestra in her performances
around the globe. She has also ventured into
contemporary art forms including collaborations
with new media artists, such as in the project
“15 Degrees — Jieni\Wan, Piano and A Digital
Impression””
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Alvin Zhu
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The Tianjin Juilliard School, China
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Steinway Artist, Dr. Alvin Zhu has performed
Mozart, Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Prokofiey,
Gershwin, and Rachmaninoff concertos with
orchestras around the world, appearing at
Alice Tully Hall, Sydney Opera House, Beijing
Concert Hall, Forbidden City Concert Hall,
Tianjin Grand Theater, Palais du Congress,
Stadio Olimpico, and the Amphitheater in
Chautauqua. He has recorded for NPR’s "From
the Top" as a featured Jack Kent Cooke Young
Artist, Pittsburgh's WQED radio, Beijing Youth
Radio, and Steinway's SPIRIO playerpiano
catalog. Zhu holds top prizes in international
and national competitions including the West
Virginia, Patrick Price, and Pittsburgh Young
Artist International Competitions. Zhu currently
holds the position of Artistic Director of the
International Piano Professionals Association's
(IPPA) China Division and honorary positions
as Overseas Artistic Consultant for both

the Global Outstanding Chinese Artists
Association (GOCAA) and the Suzhou Qiaolian
Arts Ensemble.

He has given master classes at universities
including Yale, Soochow, Texas State, Brigham
Young, and Weber State; conservatories
including Wuhan, Sichuan, Xinghai, Liu Shikun
Arts School; and musical organizations

including Steinway Beijing and Shanghai,
Tianjin Grand Theater, and Lang Lang Music
World in Hangzhou and Shenzhen. As an
educator and scholar, Zhu is a recipient of

a Fulbright Scholarship and has researched
the musical contributions of his paternal
grandfather GongYi Zhu, a master piano
pedagogue whose influence in China is

still widely felt today. He has been a guest
lecturer at the United States Embassy in
Beijing, The Juilliard School in New York,
Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing, and
Soochow University in Taiwan.

Zhu started piano and violin lessons at age
four. Zhu holds BM, MM, and DMA degrees
in piano performance from the Juilliard School
in New York under the tutelage of Yoheved
Kaplinsky and Julian Martin.
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