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Ning An
zT

Yong Siew Toh Conservatory, Singapore
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Pianist Ning An stands out as a rare talent,
acclaimed for his flawless technigue and
mastery of the piano, combined with an
expressive power driven by a profound and
insightful understanding, as noted by the New
York Concert Review. His top honors from
prestigious competitions, including the Queen
Elizabeth, Santander, and William Kapell Piano
Competitions, have led to performances at
renowned venues such as Carnegie's Weill
Recital Hall, Milan's Salle Verdi, and Beijing's
National Centre for the Performing Arts,
among many others.

Since his orchestral debut at the age of 16
with the Cleveland Orchestra, An has been

a featured soloist with illustrious orchestras
such as the London Symphony Orchestra,
Moscow Radio Symphony Orchestra,
Baltimore Symphony, Stuttgart Philharmonic,
and Warsaw Philharmonic. He has collaborated
with esteemed conductors, including Vladimir
Fedosseyev, Jorg-Peter Weigle, and Rafael
Frihbeck de Burgos. His artistry has been
showcased at numerous international festivals.

A passionate chamber musician and soloist, An
has collaborated with esteemed ensembles
such as the Ysaye, Daedalus, and Takéacs
Quartets, and renowned instrumentalists like

James Ehnes, Paul Neubauer, and Andrés
Diaz.

Ning An is also dedicated to education, having
conducted master classes at institutions like
the Central and Shanghai Conservatories in
China, the Cleveland Institute of Music, and
the San Francisco Conservatory of Music.
Currently, An is an Associate Professor at

the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music in
Singapore.
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Hortense Cartier-Bresson
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Conservatoire National Supérieur
de Musique et de Danse de Paris
(CNSMDP), France
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Renowned for her profound musical insight
and a remarkable sense of presence,
Hortense Cartier-Bresson invites listeners into
a world where every phrase breathes and
every silence speaks. Trained from an early
age at the Conservatoire National Supérieur
de Musique de Paris, she met the legendary
Hungarian pianist Gyorgy Sebék in 1979,
whose influence led her to continue her
studies at Indiana University Bloomington.
Only a few years later, she was hailed as
“one of the most remarkable pianists of her
generation,” winning Third Prize at the Liszt-
Bartok Competition in Budapest in 1981.

Her career soon blossomed on the
international stage. She has appeared in recital
and as soloist with leading orchestras such as
the Orchestre de Paris under Riccardo Chailly
and the Detroit Symphony Orchestra with
Antal Dorati.

A passionate and inspiring teacher, Cartier
Bresson is internationally acclaimed for her
pedagogical excellence. Appointed Professor
of Piano at the Paris Conservatoire (CNSMDP)
in 2011, she later joined the Universitat der
Kinste Berlin (UDK) as Guest Professor.

She shares her artistry in master classes
throughout Europe, Japan, and the United
States, and frequently serves on the juries

of major international competitions. A
devoted chamber musician, she performs
with Roger Muraro, Pierre Fouchenneret,
Ayako Tanaka, Raphaél Oleg, Francois Salque,
Xavier Gagnepain, Nicolas Baldeyrou, and the
Quatuor Ebéne. Hortense CartierBresson is
the artistic director of the Festival Musique a
la Prée, in France.
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Ching-Wen Hsiao
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The Tianjin Juilliard School, China
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Ching-Wen Hsiao has performed extensively
as soloist and chamber musician throughout
the United States, Europe, and Asia. She
collaborated with conductors Kurt Masur,
James Conlon, and James DePreist, and
violinist Cho-Liang Lin. Hsiao performed

at venues including Carnegie Hall's Issac
Stern and Weill Recital Halls, David Geffen
Hall, Steinway Hall, Ravinia Steans Institute,
Rubinstein-Saal at Munich Steinway Haus, and
Taiwan Concert Hall.

Hsiao made her concerto debut at the age

of 16 with the Cebu Youth Symphony in the
Philippines, and appeared as soloist with

the New Amsterdam Symphony Orchestra,
New York Youth Symphony, Arts Viva
Orchestra, DuPage Youth Symphony, West
Virginia University Symphony Orchestra, Yi-
Qi Orchestra, and Evergreen Symphony
Orchestra. Prior to joining The Tianjin Juilliard
School, Hsiao served as assistant professor
of piano and piano area coordinator at \West
Virginia University and was assistant professor
of piano at Southeastern University. She was
on the piano faculty at Juilliard's Pre-College
Division and Carnegie Mellon University’s
Preparatory Division. She was executive
director of the Geneva Conservatory of Music
in New York City.

Hsiao graduated from The Juilliard School
with a B.M., M.M., and D.M.A. in Piano
Performance under the tutelage of Yoheved
Kaplinsky and Jerome Lowenthal. She is a
recipient of Juilliard's “Outstanding Pianist
Award.” Her other principal teachers include
Emilio del Rosario, Gordon Chin, and Juanelva
Rose. She was the first prize winner at the
Taiwan Piano Competition, Juilliard’s Gina
Bachauer Piano Competition, and Steinway's
Solo Piano and Concerto Competitions. Hsiao
is a Steinway Artist.
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Jin Ju
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Central Conservatory of Music, China
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Jin Ju is a Professor of Piano at the Central
Conservatory of Music, Professor at the Imola
International Piano Academy in ltaly, Artist-
in-Residence at the Florence Accademia
Bartolomeo Cristofori - Firenze, Founder and
Artistic Director of the Florence International
Fortepiano Festival, and Artistic Director

of the Arcangelo Speranza International

Piano Competition. She is an expert in the
“Overseas Master Project” of the National
Foreign Experts Bureau and the Ministry of
Education of China. In 2010, she signed with
MDG; in 2012, she won the German Echo
Klassik Award for “Annual Solo Recording (19th
Century) — Piano’, and in 2015 she received
the Grand Prix du Disque Chopin at the 8th
International Chopin Record Competition in
Warsaw, the only Chinese artist in 40 years.

Born in Shanghai, Jin Ju began piano at 4,
recorded for China International Radio at 9,
and entered the Central Conservatory Middle
School at 11, studying with Professor Jun
Yang. She earned her Master’s degree in 2001
and at 16, she performed Beethoven’s Piano
Concerto No. 5 “Emperor” with the Central
Orchestra. She studied at the Royal Northern
College of Music, UK, and Imola International
Piano Academy, winning the bronze medal

at the 2002 Tchaikovsky International Piano
Competition.

Jin Ju's artistry spans five continents. She has
performed with BBC Symphony Orchestra,
China Philharmonic Orchestra, Orchestra

of Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, Orchestra
Sinfonica di Milano Giuseppe Verdi, and others,
in venues including Berlin Philharmonie,
Vienna Concert Hall, Warsaw Chopin Music
Hall, and Sala Nervi, Vatican.
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Yoheved Kaplinsky
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The Juilliard School, USA

Yoheved Kaplinsky is currently the chair of the
piano department of the Juilliard School, as
well as the Artistic Advisor of its Pre-College
Division.

One of the most sought-after pedagogues in
the music world today, she is active as a guest
lecturer and a performer in various festivals
and universities. Formerly a member of the
Peabody Conservatory and the Manhattan
School, she also serves as guest faculty at
Texas Christian University, is a member of

the Aspen Music Festival and School faculty,
and an honorary professor at the Shanghai
Conservatory and the China Conservatory.

A prize winner in the J.S. Bach competition

in Washington DC, she has performed

with orchestras, in recitals and in chamber
music. She is also a frequent guest teacher
of festivals including Orford in Canada,
PianoTexas in Texas, Philomusica in Oxford
University, the Mozarteum in Salzburg among
others.

Kaplinsky is also a frequent adjudicator

in competitions, including the Cliburn,
Rubinstein, Cleveland, Dublin, Tchaikovsky,
and Montreal among others. She is a two-

time recipient of the Presidential Scholars
Teacher Recognition Award.
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Daejin Kim
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Korean National University of the Arts,
South Korea
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Daejin Kim is one of the leading pianists and
pedagogues in Korea. In 1985, he won the first
prize in the prestigious 6th Robert Casadesus
International Piano Competition (presently,

the Cleveland Competition). In 1986, Kim
made his New York debut and received an
exceptionally favorable review from the critic
for the New York Times who wrote that "Daejin
Kim demonstrated all the accoutrements
necessary for a successful solo career” Since
then, he has performed in recital and with
orchestra in major cities throughout the United
States, Europe and Asia.

His master classes have drawn international
recognition and at the same time, he has
been able to maintain a full schedule of
performances such as a one-day performance
of the complete Beethoven Piano Concertos
and the complete cycle of the Mozart Piano
Concertos. His recent discography includes
two Piano Concertos by Mozart (K. 488 and K.
453), which he conducted the Polish National
Radio Symphony Orchestra from the keyboard,
and two Schubert Piano Sonatas (D. 664 and
784).

Daejin Kim has led both the Suwon
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Changwon

Philharmonic Orchestra as Artistic Director,
and served as President of the Korea National
University of Arts.
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Soyeon Kate Lee
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The Juilliard School, USA

Korean-American pianist Soyeon Kate Lee

is the first prize winner of the Naumburg
International Piano Competition and the
Concert Artist Guild International Competition.

Highlights of recent seasons include
appearances at the National Gallery, Library
of Congress, Gina Bachauer Concerts, Purdue
Convocations, Music@Menlo, Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center on tour. She was a
member of Lincoln Center Chamber Music
Society's Bowers program, and is a regular
participant in numerous chamber music
festivals including the Great Lakes, Santa Fe,
Spoleto USA, and Music Mountain Chamber
Music Festivals. Lee has collaborated with
conductors Carlos Miguel Prieto, Rafael
Frihbeck de Burgos, Jahja Ling, and Jorge
Mester with the London, San Diego, Hawaii,
Louisiana, Naples symphony orchestras
among others.

As a Naxos recording artist, her discography
spans a wide range of repertoire from two
volumes of Scarlatti Sonatas, Liszt Opera
Transcriptions, two volumes of Scriabin,

and Clementi Sonatas. Lee's recording of
Relnvented under the E1/Entertainment
One (formerly Koch Classics) label garnered
her a feature review in the Gramophone

Magazine and the Classical Recording
Foundation's Young Artist of the Year Award.

Lee was second prize and Mozart Prize winner
of the 2003 Cleveland International Piano
Competition and a laureate of the Santander
International Piano Competition in Spain.

In 2022, Soyeon Kate Lee joined the piano
faculty at The Juilliard School, and serves on
the piano faculty at the Bowdoin International
Music Festival during the summers.
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Katarzyna Popowa-Zydron
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Academy of Music Gdansk, Poland,
Academy of Music Bydgoszcz, Poland
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Katarzyna Popowa-Zydron is an internationally
acclaimed Polish pianist of Bulgarian origin.

A former student of Zbigniew Sliwinski at the
Academie of Music in Gdansk and Alexander
Jenner at the Hochschule fur Musik und
Darstellende Kunst in Vienna, and a participant
in master classes with Suzanne Roche,
Dieter Zechlin and Gyorgy Sebok, she was
also among the finalists and prize-winners of
some prestigious national and international
competitions.

Popowa-Zydron is a professor at the I. J.
Paderewski Academy of Music in Poznan

and Feliks Nowowiejski Academy of Music

in Bydgoszcz, where for a number of

years she was also the Head of the Piano
Department. She frequently gives master
classes, conducts seminars and courses for
piano teachers at home and abroad. She has
frequently been on juries, judging national
and international competitions. She was a
member of the Chopin Institute's Programme
Board, President of the I. J. Paderewski Music
Society in Bydgoszcz, and the organizer of the
Paderewski International Piano Competition.

A regular performer in Poland and abroad,

Popowa-Zydron is known for premiering Polish
modern music. She has also performed as

a chamber musician with renowned soloists
and ensembles. Her concerts and recordings
(for Accord Musidisc, CD Accord, Art Records
and Fryderyk Chopin Institute) have been
enthusiastically received by critics and
audiences.

For her artistic and pedagogical achievements,
Popowa-Zydron has received a number

of awards, including those of national
significance.
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Kathryn Stott

Royal Northern College of Music, UK
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Kathryn Stott has been in love with music
since the age of 5. Throughout her career,
Kathryn has enjoyed exploring many aspects
of this wonderful musical world, both as
soloist and collaborative pianist, and has given
performances in many of the world’s major
concert venues for 46 years.

Stott’s discography is vast and demonstrates
a wide range of repertoire which has always
been paramount in her music making.
Amongst her solo recordings is the complete
solo repertoire by Gabriel Fauré (Hyperion)

for which she was awarded the Chevalier

de L'Ordre et des Arts from the French
government, leading to the creation of a major
festival in 1995. That event turned out to be
the first of many such curations, and Stott has
since continued to enjoy the role of Artistic
Director for 35 years, both in UK and in Italy
and Australia. Bringing musicians together for
a feast of outstanding repertoire she describes
as being incredibly challenging, rewarding and
exciting.

Since being a student at the Yehudi Menuhin
School, Stott has always enjoyed collaborating
with other musicians. Her partnership with
Yo-Yo Ma took them around the world for

40 years and in 2024, they made their final

album '"Merci’ (SONY) which reflected on
this extraordinary collaboration while also
paying homage to their teachers and their
connections. In recent times, Stott has been
enjoying more involvement with radio and

in particular had an amazing experience
making Fauré and Me on location in Paris
for BBCRadio3. She is now relishing the
opportunity to devote more time to young
musicians, primarily teaching both solo and
chamber music at the Royal Northern College
of Music in Manchester but also on courses
internationally.
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Xiaohan Wang
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The Tianjin Juilliard School, China
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Prizewinner of the ARD International

Music Competition (Munich), Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition (Texas), and
the Beethoven International Piano Competition
(Bonn), pianist Xiaohan Wang has performed
all over Asia, Europe, and North America. He
has appeared with many of the world's leading
festivals, concert halls, and orchestras. Wang
has collaborated with the Bavarian Radio
Symphony Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra, and musicians including violinist
Hilary Hahn, Ning Feng, Misha Maisky,

Liwei Qin, the Jerusalem Quartet, the Takacs
Quartet, the Tokyo Quartet, and the Juilliard
Quartet. In addition, Wang is also a composer
and conductor, having conducted the

Israel Symphony Orchestra and others. His
composition The Inspiration of Painting was
selected as the compulsory piece for the 2007
Beethoven International Piano Competition in
Bonn.

A Steinway Artist and honorary professor,
Wang has been dedicated to training
outstanding young musicians, and many of
his students have been prizewinners in music
competitions both at home and abroad. He
has given master classes and lectures at The
Juilliard School, New England Conservatory,
Hannover Hochschule fir Musik und Theater,

and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He
served on the juries of many international
competitions, including Sydney, Isangyun,
and Tchaikovsky Competition for Young
Musicians. He is also the artistic director of
Arthur Rubinstein International Youth Piano
Competition, Singapore International Piano
Competition, and Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival.
Wang is the head of the piano department

at The Tianjin Juilliard School's Pre-College
Division and tutor of graduate students at the
School, and he is a Distinguished Professor of
Piano at the Tianjin Conservatory of Music.

Wang began his musical education at the
Middle School of the Central Conservatory,
where he studied with Jin Aiping, Li Qifang,
and Zhou Guangren. He studied with Arie Vardi
and Matti Raekallio in Hannover where he
received his PhD from Hannover Hochschule
fir Musik und Theater, with a perfect score

in academic performance, the first in the
university's history.
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Tony Siqi Yun
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The Canadian-born pianist Tony Sigi Yun will
appear this season as a soloist with Orchestre
Metropolitain (Glass Marcano), China National
Symphony Orchestra (Yang Yang), Oxford
Philharmonic Orchestra (Daniel Harding),

and Louisville Symphony Orchestra (Robert
Spano). In recital, Yun will debut at Wigmore
Hall, Willem Twee Toonzaal, Miry Concertzaal,
Concertgebouw Amsterdam, Flagey

Festival Brussels, Koerner Hall for the Royal
Conservatory of Music in Toronto, Celebrity
Series of Boston, and will return to Colorado
Music Festival and the Vancouver Recital
Society.

Previous highlights include his subscription
debut with The Philadelphia Orchestra (Yannick
Nézet-Séguin), as well as a U.S. Tour with
Orchestre Métropolitain (Nézet-Séguin),
featuring an appearance at Carnegie Hall.

He has also appeared at the Colorado Music
Festival, the Aspen Music Festival, and the Vail
Dance Festival. Additional highlights include
performances with orchestras all over the
world.

He regularly performs solo recitals in venues
across Europe and North America, including at
the Hamburg Elbphilharmonie, Gewandhaus
Leipzig, Tonhalle Disseldorf, and Philharmonie
Luxembourg, as well as Stanford Live, the
Gilmore Rising Stars Series, and New York’s
92nd Street Y. He is a recipient of the Jerome L.

Greene Fellowship at The Juilliard School. Tony
Yun graduated from Juilliard in 2024.

Tony was awarded the Rheingau Music
Festival's 2023 Lotto-Forderpreis.
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Asian Youth Orchestra
N E FEE%RE

The award-winning Hong Kong-based Asian
Youth Orchestra (AYO), honored with Japan’s
Praemium Imperiale and the Nikkei Asia Prize,
is recognized by the San Francisco Chronicle as
“amongst the finest youth orchestra round the
world.”

Each year, over 100 talented musicians aged
17-27 are selected through rigorous auditions
across Mainland China, China Hong Kong,
ChinaTaiwan, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, China
Macao, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam. They come together for a
three-week Rehearsal Camp in Tianjin, followed
by a three-week international concert tour under
renowned conductors and alongside celebrated
soloists.

Notable artists who have performed with
AYO include cellists Yo-Yo Ma, Mischa Maisky,

Steven Isserlis, and Alisa Weilerstein; violinists
Sarah Chang, Gidon Kremer, Gil Shaham, and
Cho-Liang Lin; pianists Alicia de Larrocha, Cecile
Licad, and Leon Fleisher; and conductors such
as Tan Dun, Matthias Bamert, and co-founders
Yehudi Menuhin and Richard Pontzious. Since
its debut in 1990, AYO has performed over

400 concerts across Asia, Europe, the U.S,,
and Australia, reaching more than a million live
audience members and millions more via CNN,
NHK, CNBC, and other media. The orchestra
made its Lucerne Festival debut in 2017.

AYO musicians receive full scholarships and
train with a distinguished faculty of principal
players from major orchestras including Atlanta,
Chicago, San Francisco, and Vienna Volksoper,
as well as conservatories such as Harvard and
Peabody.

Acclaimed for “precision” (Washington Post)
and its power to “educate and exhilarate” (Daily
Californian), AYO has toured extensively in
China—more than any orchestra based outside
the mainland—and was the first international
orchestra in 50 years to perform in Vietnam.
Highlights include Tan Dun’s Symphony 1997
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with Yo-Yo Ma for Hong Kong's reunification, and
performances at iconic venues like the White
House, UN Headquarters, Berlin's Konzerthaus,
Sydney Opera House, and Amsterdam'’s
Concertgebouw.
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MILA Quartet
MILA l9EZ=

MILA Quartet is the first chamber group at The
Tianjin Juilliard School to be awarded the title
of Fellowship String Quartet, cementing their
status as a trailblazing ensemble in chamber
music. Their competitive achievements
include: Third Prize at the 6th Schoenfeld
International String Competition (Chamber
Music) in July 2025; Gold with Honours at
the 2020/21 Singapore International Solo

& Ensemble Competition (July 2021); and
participation in the Osaka International
Chamber Music Competition and Melbourne
International Chamber Music Competition in
2023.

Founded in 2020, the quartet comprises
violinists Ke Karl Zhu and Huan Ci, violist
Zhangjuan Liu, and cellist Yanyan Lin. MILA
Quartet is a graduate ensemble of The Tianjin

Juilliard School (Class of 2022).

Mentored by renowned artists including the
Shanghai Quartet, Yeonjin Kim, and Guillaume
Sutre, MILA Quartet maintains close artistic
ties with the Tianjin Juilliard Ensemble, through
collaboration at the Tianjin Chamber Music
Festival and completing their first national tour
in 2021. Currently, the quartet is presenting
the complete cycle of Béla Bartok's String
Quartets, with notable previous performance
highlights including: sharing the stage with
the Shanghai Quartet at Tianjin Juilliard'’s
inaugural “Festival Connect” in February 2021;
premiering Adam Kondor's Vita Nova alongside
conductor Chen Lin and the Tianjin Juilliard
Orchestra; giving the world premiere of String
Quartet No. 1 (a work commissioned for

them by Tianjin Juilliard faculty, composer Dr.
Niccolo Athens) in May 2023; and participating
in the 8th International Chamber Music
Festival of Zhejiang Conservatory of Music in
September 2025.

Beyond their performance career, MILA
Quartet has also made contributions to music
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education. Since 2020, they have served on
the faculty of Tianjin Juilliard’s Pre-College and
Public Education programs. In 2023, they took
on the role of visiting lecturer at Shanghai Tech
University, where they taught the elective
course “The Art of String Quartets”; that
same year, they also led string quartet master
classes at Monash University in Australia. In
2025, they joined the faculty of the Summer
Portal program at St. Paul's Co-educational
College in Hong Kong as chamber music
instructors.
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QingXin Ensemble
SLZERNFRHE

Founded in 2021, the QingXin Ensemble
(QXE) is an independent, professional
chamber music ensemble in China comprised
of graduates from both Tianjin Juilliard and
Juilliard, all united by an unwavering passion
for the transformative power of music.

QingXin Ensemble has organized more than
100 performances and events across China
and has developed partnerships with leading
organizations such as The Tianjin Juilliard
School and the National Centre for the
Performing Arts.

QXE is committed to community-building
through musical sharing and to delivering
the highest caliber performances. Highlights
of the 2023-24 season included featured
performances at the Summer Davos opening
and closing ceremonies, and the opening

concert of the May Festival at the National
Centre for the Performing Arts, as well as over
50 concerts and community outreach lectures
and performances.

In its 2024-25 season, "Global Tapestry: Folk
Sounds," QXE selected repertoire to honor
international influences in classical music

and celebrate innovative artistic expressions.
Opening the season with a program of
Janacek, Piazzolla, and Bartok, QXE infuses
imagination of the world’s exotic sounds with
youthful dynamism into their performances.
Other season highlights include collaborations
with Tianjin Juilliard faculty Sihao He in the
Saint-Saéns Cello Concerto, and Chang Chou
Han in Britten's Serenade for Tenor, Horn and
Strings, as well as a new commission by
Niccolo Athens titled Songs of Homesickness.

The QingXin Ensemble (QXE) celebrates its
fifth anniversary in the 2025-26 season, with
an exciting lineup of performances across
China. Guided by its founding philosophy of
“Friendship Through Harmony,” QXE continues
to foster meaningful connections through the
power of music.
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